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MITCHELLS 


New Catalogue, now in preparation, comprises a 


number of ttems of Americana in the finest possible 


condition, from the library of a well-known collector 
lately deceased ; copies of Etlhot's grand ornithological 
works; a large number of standard books recently 
imported from England, a splendid copy of Ehot's 
Indian New Testament; a sertes of handsomely 
bound books ; Turner's Southern Coast, first edition ; 
besides the works of Matthew Arnold, Andrew 
Lang, Austin Dobson, ete. 

We also offer a large number of books specially 
suitable for the needs of public hbraries at low 
prices. 


Catalogue gratis and post-free. 


MITCHELLS, 


S830 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


A. J. BOWDEN. GEO. D. SMITH. 
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THE messages which reach us from our friends 
fortunate enough to be on the A. L. A. excursion 
are one uniform pzan of delight. Never in 
the history of the Association has so magnificent 
a success been scored, both in the excursion and 
Conference. Indeed, any other consequence could 
hardly have resulted, for the wonderful attrac- 
tions of the country to be seen, the hospitality 
offered in almost bewildering extent by the Pa- 
cific coast fraternity as well as many of their 
citizens, and the interest of the program made 
any other well-nigh an impossibility. But the 
realization in its fullest promise of all this is a 
joy to those “ left behind” and to the JouRNAL. 


VeRY much in continuation of the problem 
discussed in our last issue in connection with Mr. 
Foster's account of the ‘‘ Information Desk,” 
are the three articles of Miss Mosman and 
Messrs. Bardwell and Childs on reference wor, 
printed in this issue. The former discussed the 
problem of encouraging the library visitor to ask 
a question ; the latter deal with the problem of 
answering the question when asked. The con- 
clusion seems to be that apart from showing a 
desire to assist, the only essential is a general 
knowledge of books, or, as Miss Mosman more 
tersely puts it, in ‘‘experience.” But the ques- 
tion arises: Is it a possible thing for the librarian 
to possess this in adequate quantity ? 


Or course, for a school prize essay or for a 
sophomorical debate there is no question that 
the want can be supplied with ease and without 
misleading. But the moment the information de- 
manded becomes of a serious nature it probably 
passes beyond the range of being satisfactorily 
answered. To cite an example: Take the ques- 
tion of proposed disunion of the States prior to 
1860: reference can be made to the Hartford 
convention, and in certain histories are included 
the Federalists’ movement of 1804. But what 
librarian can refer the inquirer to the letters of 
Pelham,” printed in the Connecticut Courant in | 
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1796 — the corner-stone of all disunion projects — 
or to the threat of the New York Federalists to 
form by secession a separate State of New York 
City and its surroundings? Or, on the question 
of colonial emigration, who can point out such 
widely divergent books as Jefferson's Notes on 
Virginia and Poor Richard's Almanac, as works 
in which to find information? These are of 
course somewhat extreme cases. But there is 
probably hardly a question propounded which 
does not have equally valuable, but obscure, 
sources of information, quite beyond the ken of 
all but the extreme specialists. As literature in- 
creases this tendency will unquestionably inten- 
sify and become more and more a serious factor 
in library administration. How is it to be dealt 
with ? 


THERE can be but one answer. Already, to 
meet the demand, librarians all over the country 
are preparing reference lists on various subjects. 
In several of these libraries they are systemati- 
cally filed and kept for future use. But this in- 
volves each library duplicating the same work, 
and no list so prepared has either the inclusive- 
ness or accuracy needed for such a work. Thus 
the system results, 1, in excessive cost; 2, in 
imperfect work, both of which all librarians most 
deprecate. 


A SUCCESSFUL meeting of this problem is obvi- 
ous to all the profession. It was tried by Mr. 
Foster in his Reference Lists, and failed for want 
of financial support. But as attempted in that 
publication it hardly had a fair chance of success. 
Its periodical nature, its want of elaboration, and 
the printing more than one list in a part, re- 
stricted its value chiefly to libraries. It is an old 
story that a thoroughly good thing will succeed 
when a medium one will fail. A carefully pre- 
pared list such as Mr. Foster's on the U. S. Con- 
stitution, or Messrs. Bowker's andIles’s on Politi- 
cal Science, appeals at once, not merely to libra- 
ries, but to a large outside class interested in these 
subjects. These we therefore believe could be 
made financially successful. Co-operation in the 
preparing and publishing is the only thing 
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needed. The profession has done much by or- 
ganization, but here is one more opportunity. 


To any one who has understood the condition 
of Philadelphia libraries, the report concerning 


the use the trustees of the Pepper bequest intend | 


to put it to will be met with approval. The 
amount left by this bequest, hampered as it was 
with conditions, offered a puzzling problem as to 
how it should be applied to advantage for library 
purposes. To give it to any one library would 
have been invidious, yet the fund was not ofa 
size to be used to advantage by itself. If rumor 
speaks truly, the trustees have decided to use this 
in erecting a library building in which free quar- 
ters will be offered to various libraries of Phila- 
delphia. This is so advantageous to the latter 
that it is hard to believe they will not avail them- 
selves of it. But it will be of even greater ad- 
vantage to the reading public. There is in 
Philadelphia to-day practically no great refer- 
ence library comparable with such institutions as 
the Boston Public Library, the Astor Library, or 
the Library of Congress. The largest library in 
the city does not contain 175,000 books, and the 
growth of none will compare with the libraries 
already cited. But by this plan, if entered into 
by the libraries who, it seems probable, will find 
to their advantage to join, not less than 250,000 
books will be gathered under one roof. The ad- 
vantage of this, to both the general reader and 
the student, can hardly be magnified. 


But another great advantage will result. The 
JOURNAL has harped much on the great amount 
of book-duplicating by our public libraries in the 
same city. With these libraries under one roof 
it seems impossible that they should not eventu- 
ally work together in unison in this respect, even 
if kept distinct and separate. No one could doubt 
that they will promptly unite on a union reading- 
room, which would effect a great saving, not 
merely in attendance but in magazines and news- 
papers. And from this the step to concerted ac- 
tion in regard to book-purchasing would be easily 
accomplished. Whether they could reach the 
point of exchanging and consolidating subjects 
and classes would largely depend on the amount 
of common sense possessed by the boards of 
trustees, for we believe the librarians could not 
but desire this. But even without this a great 
deal will have been accomplished, and too much 
praise cannot be given to the trustees of the 
Pepper bequest. 


Communications. 


NOTES ON THE N.Y. CLUB DISCUSSION. 

It deserves to be as widely suggested as pos- 
sible that much time and trouble are saved by 
consulters “ making their wants known”’ specifi- 
cally. Here the experiences are endless of cross- 
purpose and blind search, till at last the mention 
of the actual need comes out like a ray of light in 
the darkness. Partly there is the taste for mys- 
tery and covering one’s tracks, partly a notion 
that because a library is a technical sort of place 
you have to do something technical when you 
are there, instead of simply naming the point of 
desire, as befits the friendly relation between li- 
brarian and user. 

The Prize Question fiend rages exceedingly, 
because his time is often short. Reasonable 
treatment seems to be to get together your Al- 
libone, Bartlett, Brewer, cyclopedias, etc., and 
turn him loose on this A B C at least of his ma- 
terials. It has been proposed here to post the 
answers as obtained, for an economy. E. F. 


MUNICIPAL DOCUMENTS. 
[From a Letter to Pres. Green. | 

LAST year, after a dismal experience of the 
looseness and extravagance of the present lack of 
system as the exchange is managed by city clerks, 
etc., it occurred to me that wherever a city //- 
érary existed it might secure to itself the distri- 
bution of a certain number of each document is- 
sued by its municipal government ; and that a 
system of exchange might be introduced between 
it and as many other libraries as would enter 
into the undertaking. 

In order to lead off, I secured by special vote 
of our Council some fifty copies of our bound 
municipal reports for 1890. I added to these 
copies of the report of our Board of Trade and 
Chamber of Commerce for the same year, and a 
couple of pamphlets statistical as to Minneapo- 
lis. The packages thus made up were, with our 
annual report, sent to the fifty chief libraries on 
our exchange list. That exhausted the munici- 
pal reports. Having more of the other publica- 
tions, we distributed them as far as they would go. 

Now I see no reason why public libraries should 
not take hold of this matter. There are reasons 
sufficiently harassing why they should, as any- 
body will concede who has attempted to make up 
or keep up a file of city documents from the re- 
sources of city clerks, and under the present care- 
less methods of distribution. I have found here, 
and I think it would be found elsewhere, that the 
Council was willing enough to grant to the Library 
such copies of its reports as it requests for such a 
purpose. Other semi-public bodies, as boards of 
trade, are apt to have an advertising purpose in 
view, and are delighted to have their publica- 
tions placed where they will make the city known. 

The only expense to the library, then, is for 
postage or express. And this when it becomes 


mutual cannot be objected to. 

In order to bring the matter up I have intended, 
either at the convention or through the LIBRARY 
JOURNAL, to invite say 40 other libraries to enter 
into an arrangement for such mutual exchanges. 

HERBERT PuTNAM. 


i 
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REFERENCE WORK AT THE BROOKLYN LI- 
BRARY. 

TWENTY years ago, when the Brooklyn Library 
was removed to the new building which has since 
been its home, one alcove with shelf-room for 
the accommodation of about soo volumes, and 
located near the delivery-desk, was set apart for 
the encyclopedias and dictionaries. These were 
brought out to the reference department when 
called for, and were in such demand as to require 
a great deal of time on the part of the attendants 
to supply and replace on the shelves works in con- 
stant daily use. Aftera while it was thought that 
much work might be spared the attendants and a 


great deal of time saved subscribers if works of | 
reference could be placed where they could be | 


consulted at the shelves and without writing out 
lists. 

This result was obtained by taking away the 
railings which separated the alcoves from the ref- 
erence-hall, and filling the space with shelving 
facing the centre of the room, on which now are 
grouped cyclopzdias, dictionaries, atlases, col- 
lections of poetry and quotations, indexes, direc- 
tories, and such works as are usually consulted 
rather than used for home reading, the collection 
comprising in all some 1200 volumes. An index 
to these works, arranged by authors and subjects, 
is kept in this room to direct readers to the case 
in which any book they wish to use may be found. 
Those, however, who make frequent use of this 
room soon learn the location of the books kept in 
it, and one of the best results of direct access to 
the works in this department is the great saving 
of time and laboreffected. The wear and tear of 
the books is also less than it would be were it 
necessary to lug them out from the alcoves as often 
as required. 

But the use of works permanently located on 
the shelves of the reference department is only a 
moderate part of the business of reference trans- 
acted. An attendant is stationed at a desk near 
the entrance of the room, to supply books re- 
quired for study that are shelved in other parts 
of the building, and also to make suggestions 
regarding works likely to contain information 
sought. If the attendant is asked, for instance, 
for Robert Browning’s works and criticisms 
thereon, a list is supplied by the printed catalogue 
and card catalogue of the various editions of the 
author's works contained in the library, and of the 
critical works regarding the author by writers 


[*A series of papers read before the N. Y. Library Club. 
See 16: 182. Eps. L. J.) 
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who have made a special study of his works, 
Poole’s Index, the Co-operative Index, and Book 
Chat, supply references on the subject contained 
in periodical literature, and the scrap collection is 
apt to contain additional material selected from 
the newspapers at various periods. 

The reference-room is used largely by news- 
paper reporters, by authors, by teachers and stu- 
dents, by members of debating societies, and by 
people doing literary work which requires frequent 
reference to dates, quotations, etc. 

While the use of catalogues and indexes by 
readers is very desirable, and care is taken to show 
them how to help themselves by consultations of 
these aids, at the same time it is intended that 
the attendants should be helpful and always ready 
to assist to the extent of their ability those follow- 
ing out any subject regarding which they wish to 
consultall that the library contains. Perhaps the 
lists of ** prize questions " occasionally propound- 
ed by some magazine or newspaper are as exact- 
ing in the research required for their solution as 
any subject ever presented in the reference de- 
partment. 

Many years ago the New York HW’or/d issued a 
series of questions, I think roo in all, and many 
people spent days, if not weeks, in the attempt to 
win the rewards offered by that extraordinary 
journal to the person who should solve the great- 
est number of these conundrums. The number 
of books used at this time by these searchers was 
prodigious, and their knowledge of general litera- 
ture must have been materially increased. The 
search was exhaustive, and the attendants were 
nearly exhausted before it ended. 

As to qualification for reference work, the 
greater one’s familiarity with literature and the 
larger the fund of general information possessed 
the more useful one becomes and the more help- 
ful to those in search of the knowledge contained 
in books. Ifa library is classified as closely as 
practicable on the shelves the search for works 
on a given subject is simplified. Asthe knowl- 
edge of the attendant regarding the contents of 
the library he serves is increased his usefulness to 
those who use the library is augmented. A good 
address and a helpful disposition ; a willingness 
to hunt the catalogue for those who do not feel 
like doing it for themselves; a determination 
that, as far as possible, people shall obtain the 
information they seek — these will do much to 
make the reference-room useful and a popular 


place of resort. 
W. A. BARDWELL, 
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REFERENCE WORK AT THE COLUMBIA COL- 
LEGE LIBRARY. 

By reference work is meant simply the as- 
sistance given by a librarian to readers in ac- 
quainting them with the intricacies of the cata- 
logue, in answering questions, and, in short, doing 
anything and everything in his power to facilitate 
access to the resources of the library in his 
charge. 

There are many points in which reference 
work in a college library naturally differs from 
that in other libraries. The standard of culture 
is much higher and more nearly on the same level, 
and a characteristic feature consists in the annual 
recurrence of the terms and vacations of the 
school year. The main body of readers, too, 
being students, are nearly of the same age. In 
a small library the task of assisting readers is 
combined with all or nearly all the work of the 
library, generally in one or two persons. But 
in a large library like ours at Columbia, requir- 
ing a numerous staff, among whom the various 
departments of work are divided, the desk-work 
of the reference librarians is confined largely to 
one or two special matters, as, for instance, the 
keeping record of the periodicals or the care of 
the binding. 

At the same time it seems to me that the best 
preparation for the position of reference libra- 
rian in a large library lies in the more general 
work in a small library. It is there that the di- 
rect personal knowledge of the various kinds of 
work done in all libraries is acquired, which is of 
the greatest value, and not only that, but one 
naturally becomes familiar much more easily and 
quickly with the books in a small collection than 
with those in a large one, and also finds more 
time to keep up with periodicals and new books 
and to build up that general knowledge so essen- 
tial to good reference work. For if that mys- 
terious and immortal personage apostrophized 
in the prefaces of innumerable books as the 
General Reader ever materialized, it was surely in 
the form of a reference librarian. All sorts of 
reading and information of every description, 
often having not the remotest connection with 
books or general culture, is found to be service- 
able in assisting readers. More often than 
would generally be supposed a novel or essay 
read at some time for mere pleasure comes into 
play. I have in mind an instance in which, 
however, my assistance was not of much avail, 
of aschool-boy coming in one afternoon and ask- 
ing me if there wasn’t some book in which he 
could find a synopsis of Dickens’ ‘“‘ Christmas 
Carol.” I told him I knew of one or two dic- 


tionaries giving descriptions of Dickens’ charac- 
ters and plots, but unfortunately the library did 
not contain a copy. I added: ‘* Why, the whole 
story is very short; I should think you would 
read that.” ‘‘Oh,” he said, “ I’ve tried, but it 
was too dull; I couldn’t get through it.” Re- 
membering the absorbing interest with which I 
had read it, 1 wondered if the effect of those dis- 
quisitions by Mr. Howells among other things 
on the art of Dickens in the Editor’s Study 
really could have had such power as to cause 
even school-boys to find him unreadable. It was 
emphatically a staggerer. 

In this library, as you know, readers are ad- 
mitted directly to the shelves without discrim- 
ination. This feature, while not confined to 
college and seminary libraries, and indeed not 
even generally characteristic of them as yet, is 
of course much more practicable there than in 
public libraries, on account of the higher class 
of readers. After all, the loss of a few books 
more in a year is insignificant when compared 
with the greatly increased use attendant upon 
such a practice. In consequence of this freedom 
all the students who come at all regularly become 
so familiar with the location of books as to need 
very little assistanee. Hence, although our 
reading-room is crowded during certain hours of 
the day, two reference librarians can easily 
manage it. I think there is no doubt that the 
popularity of our library is very largely due to 
this unrestricted access to the shelves. 

In brief, I should say that the first three qual- 
ifications indispensable to a reference librarian 
are: Ist, experience; 2d, experience; 3d, ex- 
perience. He will find that every library is dif- 
ferent, and also that no two readers are alike, 
and in order to be of the greatest service he must 
study not only the subject but the student. 

WILLIAM B. CHILp. 
REFERENCE WORK AT THE PRATT INSTI- 
TUTE LIBRARY. 

I Must confess to acertain professional diffi- 
dence in presenting to a body of experts from 
institutions of long standing the experimental 
methods of a library yet in its extreme youth. 
They may not be the methods most desirable for 
general application. They have been adopted 
gradually as the usefulness of the department re- 
quired. We are yet feeling our way toward 
greater efficiency for our particular lines of work; 
and it is hoped that from to-day’s discussions we 
may reap a harvest of suggestions. 

In order not to take your time in the enumera- 
tion of the books found most indespensable to 
us, I have brought for your inspection a list of 


| 


* 
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reference-books, completed to date of last month. 
They are something over 200 in number, includ- 
ing a case of 11 atlases. 

In addition to these general reference-books, 
however, let me call your attention to a some- 
what unwonted feature of our work. The trus- 
tees have had placed inthe library bound vol- 
umes of about 200 of the periodicals, most of 
which are indexed in Poole. These volumes, 
over 4500 in number, are shelved in the ref- 
erence department, where the public, under the 
guidance of the indexes of Mr. Poole, Mr. Fletch- 
er, and Mr. Griswold, may browse at will among 


them. This arrangement has never, to our | 


knowledge, brought disaster to the books, and 
their use has been immeasurably increased. 


In illustration of the advantage taken of this | 


opportunity let me cite the afternoon of this 
writing, when in our reference department one 
paper was being written on the Art of Conversa- 


tion, another on Geometry, another on the Man- | 


ufacture of Hairpins (although this was more of 
an attempt than a success, as you will notice 
when reading on this subject is suddenly de- 
manded of you), others on Criminal Reform, 
Supply and Demand in Fiction, Annexation of 
Canada, Indian Question, and Woman as a Fac- 
tor in Industry — this all in one afternoon and 
without exception from magazine articles pre- 


ferred. Inthe case of the 5 subjects last men- | 


tioned we had previously been warned of the 
coming necessity, and had accumulated the 
resources of the library on a table reserved for 
such purposes. This table also holds temporarily 
books from the circulating department which 
refer in an especially useful way to some subject 


before the public or before the classes of our 


high-school department. 

It is the aim of the management of the library 
that an attendant be always ready to aid, or to 
refrain from aiding, as may seem most prudent. 
In this connection let me mention my conviction 
that the greatest convenience that a librarian can 
possess, next to the encyclopedic knowledge of 
books, is that subtle quality called, for want of a 
better name, tact — the quality which warns him 
instantly that any attention taken of the bashful 
young giant who has ventured in, will effectually 
prevent his return ; the quality which moves him 
to promptly present himself with offers of assist- 
ance to the business man who has not a moment 
to spare ; the quality which indicates unerringly 
just how much instruction in the use of Poole is 
welcomed by the newspaper reporter, and just 
where it would begin to bea bore; the quality 
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| which enables him to meet the Doctor of Divin- 
ity and the street Arab each on his own level, and 
| with equal desire to be of service. 

Various methods have been adopted by the 
trustees to make the department efficient. The 
simplest is perhaps the most useful, the mere 
presence and willingness of the attendants to 
give assistance. Of the thousand and more per- 


| sons who make use of the Pratt Institute refer- 
ence-books each month, a large number rely, 
to a greater or less extent, on the readiness of 
the librarians to try to produce the exact article 
needed in the shortest possible time. 

Questions which arise impromptu are answered 
from any available source ; if the right material 
is not in our own room, it may be found any- 
where in the circulating department ; if not there, 
| possibly some wise head elsewhere in the build- 

ing can answer questions of specialists; and 

when all else fails, we say, ‘‘ Come again to-mor- 
| row, and somewhere we will have found the infor- 
mation.” 
Another way of making the department of 
| definite use is to receive the subjects a short 
time before the material is required ; as, for ex- 
ample, when the lawyer asks on Tuesday for 
material on the Barrundia case to be used on 
| Thursday. This enables the reference librarians 
to thoroughly glean from the reference and cir- 
culating departments as well as from current 
literature all matter bearing on the subject, and 
to reserve it conveniently on the table before 
mentioned. The double advantage of this meth- 
od is obvious. 

Again, we are often taken into the confidence 
| of the teachers, both of Pratt Institute and other 
schools, as to the subjects about to arise in the 


classes, and thereby we are enabled to forearm our- 
selves with suitable matter. Forcritical cases like 
commencement orations we make more elabo- 


| rate efforts to supply carefully discriminated ma- 


terial; and for our own students we furnish 
typewritten lists of references. 
We do not always, however, wait to have our 


attention jogged. A week before Arbor Day, for 
instance, we fortify ourselves against a certain 
| demand by posting an exhaustive bulletin on 


Forestry, simply as a matter of self-preservation. 
The Parsifal excitement elicited a bulletin, the 
Stoddard lectures, the Ibsen craze, the advents 
of Stanley and James Bryce, the deaths of Sher- 
man, Schliemann, and Cardinal Newman, the dis- 
| coveries of Koch, all of the holidays, including Str. 


Patrick’s Day — in short, any subject which prom- 
ises to be popular with our studying public. 
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Moreover, we frequently have recourse to di- 
plomacy to beguile the attention of our constit- 
uents into improving channels. It has been 
found that bulletins impress the public very 
favorably ; it is disposed to regard a posted notice 
of a book with the same interest with which it 
reads the advertisement of abargain. Therefore, 
with some slight thread of connection furnished 
by University Extension lectures, changes at 
the Metropolitan Opera House, or kindred occa- 
sions, we frequently post in conspicuous places a 
few attractive references, or display on the coun- 
ters with appropriate notices our material on the 
subject, including magazine literature and the 
more valuable illustrated books. 

The requests that come for recommendations 
of gift-books and for courses of reading, for every 
class of life, from the factory girl tothe young lead- 
er_of fashion, forma subject too varied for discus- 
sion here ; but I am often inclined to the opinion 
that therein is one of our most vital opportuni- 
ties for influence. 

So much for our relations with the public. 
The internal workings of the department require 
more attention than the possibilities of the case 
allow. It is, for example, our theory that the 
material collected for every important subject 
shall be recorded in a card index, already begun 
and frequently of use, as when the history of 
Beau Brummel is periodically demanded. We 
are convinced of the great permanent value toa 
reference department of such a record of work ; 
and it is our plan, as we are relieved of the work 
of the library training classes and other demands 
incidental to the school term, to work up this 
branch from memory. 

Of these library training classes I will not speak 
in detail, as they are not common to libraries, and 
therefore perhaps not of general interest. They 
were organized by the trustees for the purpose of 
furnishing such instruction and practice as are re- 
quired in the Pratt Institute Library, no attempt 
being made to educate the pupils in the methods 
of other libraries. The work in the reference 
class comprises talks on the use and relative value 
of the books of the department, methods of giving 
prompt, practical assistance to the public, and lab- 
oratory work in the problems which arise in such 
a department, The bibliographical work is main- 
ly practical, lists being prepared by the class on 
early English authors under the following heads : 
Bibliographies, Complete works, Partial collec- 
tions, Individual works, Biography and biograph- 
ical collateral, Criticism, and Miscellany. 
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Time forbids my mentioning other branches of 
our work, The difficulty has been to choose trom 
the abundance of material that which might prove 
suggestive, or which might call from others more 
valuable thoughts. 

The work of the reference librarian has been 
summed up in words which you may have seen, 
but which are so appealing to one who has suf- 
fered experience that I venture to close with them: 

‘* A gentleman of experience was asked what is 
needful to fit the inquirer fora librarian’s position, 
and whether the profession was remunerative. 
He replied as follows : 

‘** My dear young friend, if you want all the 
conceit, natural and acquired, taken out of you, 
by all means adopt the librarian’s profession. As 
for requirements for librarianship, the following 
desiderata may be of use to you: You will find 
that in addition to whatever store of knowledge 
you possess, you must know not only all that you 
ought to know, but what everybody else ought to 
know besides. You will find it convenient to be 
able to tell any one whatever he wants to know 
on any given subject, and where to find all impor- 
tant references to it. You will need to have the 
bibliography of every subject at your tongue’s 
end ; to know what books have been published in 
any country from the time of Caxton down to the 
present day ; to know what books are to be pub- 
lished, and when ; to know what books are out of 
print and what not. You will have to be familiar 
with the name of every writer and every noted 
character inallages, Furthermore, you will have 
to be such an acute mind-reader that you can in- 
fallibly distinguish the right person under the 
wrong name ; to know, for example, that when 
one asks for Silliman’s ‘* Travels in South Amer- 
ica,” he means Schlieman’s “ Ilios” or “ Troja.’ 
Moreover, you must be able to tell the author- 
ship of any extract, prose or poetry, in any lan- 
guage, and where to find it ; to know the author of 
any poem, the correct rendering of any phrase 
and by whom first used, and, if in a foreign lan- 
guage, the meaning in addition ; to know definite- 
ly all about history, genealogy, and heraldry. 

*** In short, you must be a combined edition of 
the encyclopedia, the dictionary, the dictionary 
of phrase and fable, universal history, the bibli- 
ographer’s manual, and general biography. 

‘** Then, my dear young friend, when you 
know all this thoroughly, you stand a pretty good 
chance of being able to answer correctly one ques- 
tion a day out of several hundred !’" 

Mary C. MosMAN, 


| 
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THE RELATION OF THE 


BY WILLIAM A. 


Our American civilization is an experiment. 
In our early history the people of New England 
were toa great extent homogencous. They were 
largely animated by one purpose ; they were 
governed by one set of principles. Our fathers 
founded here a republican government, and the 
success of the experiment has thus far been so 
great and the upward progress of the people so 
rapid as to attract to our shores multitudes from 
all parts of the world. 

In these later days the republic shows a more 
cosmopolitan people than can elsewhere be found 
in any one nation on the earth. Upon the orig- 
inal English stock has been engrafted a miscel 
laneous population from France and Spain, Italy 
and Greece, Holland and Germany, Norway and 
Sweden, Austria and Russia, China and Japan, 
Africa and the The city of 
New York to-day contains more Irish, parents 
and children, than Dublin has; 
parents and children, than any city in Kaiser 


islands of the sea. 
more Germans, 


William's realm save one. 

We are threatened by the ignorance and vice 
of a distinct people, a separate race, lately freed 
from slavery, numbering seven millions, a large 
proportion of whom can neither read nor write, 
We are still further threatened by political cor- 
ruption and demagogism. 

One of the most interesting features of our prog- 
ress in intelligence and in thrift is the growing 
attention now given to the public library. This 
movement may be said to have begun in connec- 
tion with the district schools of New England and 
New York about fifty years ago. As the special 
division of townships into schoo! districts is un- 
wise and unphilosophical, so the establishment 
of separate libraries for each school-house could 
hardly be expected to prove entirely successful. 
But town and city public libraries are now at- 
taining great success and assuming their proper 
importance. 


lishment and upbuilding of public libraries is 
nothing less than marvellous. 

There are in the United States to-day about 
6000 libraries, with more than 20,000,000 vol- 


umes. The old Bay State, ever foremost in 


*(An abstract of a paper read before the Massachu- 


setts Library Club at Salem, Sept. 24, 1891. — Eps. L. J.) 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The gigantic strides made by our | 
American people within fifty years in the estab- | 
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matters of learning and general intelligence, now 
points to over 600 such libraries, which contain 

more than 4,000,000 volumes. One hundred and 
seventy-five towns and cities in this State have 
free public libraries under municipal control, and 
out of a total of 351 towns and cities, 273, or all 
| but 78, have libraries in which the people have 
free privileges. These 273 libraries contain 2,- 
£00,000 volumes, which are available for the use 
of about 2,140,000 out of the total 2,240,0C0 in- 
habitants of the State. These libraries have cost 
about $6,000,000. 

The librarian holds a responsible position. 
He has the power of making himself a real ben- 
efactor to his race. But he 


“ To begin with,” says Mr. F. B. 


must be trained fer 
his position. 
Perkins, formerly of the Boston Public Library, 
** business-like management is the whole story. 
A public library for public 
aged not only as a literary institution but as a busi- 


use should be man 


nessconcern. The business department of edu- 
cational and literary institutions is too often over- 
looked or undervalued. With proper business 


management the public library will be brought 


into closer relationship to the schools as well as 


to the public. The librarian, on the one hand, 


should reach out to the readers, and on the other 
hand the teacher should put his pupils into com 


munication with the librarian. This he may do 


often by sending the pupils individually with a 
In other 


note or other message to the librarian. 
cases the teacher may visit the library in company 
The 
should be willing not only to prepare special lists, 


with one or more of his pupils. librarian 


but to co-operate with the teacher wherever it 
appears that important benefit may be rendered 
in individual cases.” Mr. W. E. Foster says 
that another ‘‘ function of the library, which is 
coming to be more fully acknowledged, is that it 
not only furnishes the material for the reading 


of the public, but also as far as possible indicates 
the method of reading and study.” 

A librarian in order to be of the highest useful- 
ness in his work must be (1) an accurate scholar, 
(2) An 
approachable by old and 


with aclear head and good judgment. 
affable man, easily 
young. (3) A well-bred man, knowing the con 
tents of his books and ready to give a correct 


judgment as to their character. (4) He should 
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be an enthusiast in his profession. (5) He should 
be a man of the best character and should have 
genuine love for young people. That his work 
should be of the greatest service and the library 
over which he presides the most useful, he should 
not be hampered by too strict rules of the trus- 
tees. In general, it is very clear that the manage- 
ment of the public library will exercise great re- 
spect for the suggestions of their librarian, and if 
he has proved himself wise and reliable, they will 
encourage him to express his views upon all points 
as to how the library may be rendered efficient. 
To produce the test results the library should 
furnish to all the people, old and young, of aver- 
age intelligence and of the highest intellectual 
advancements, both improvement and intellect- 
ual entertainment. It should strive by all pos- 
sible means to gain access to every class. It 
should reach out its arms to the old and place 
acceptable reading in their hands. It should 
open its treasures to business men, laying before 
them such as would benefit the .n and-attract their 
attention. It should have a word of encourage- 
ment forthe disheartened and desponding. It 
should furnish amusement and instruction to the 
indolent — that large class in some communities 
frequently termed ‘‘ constitutionally inactive.” 
It should provide proper food for the ambitious 
and those who are desirous to better their condi- 
tion and improve their prospects. It should fur- 
nish a variety not only of the best reading, but of 
such reading as will prove to be the most avail- 
able — that is, the best that these several classes 
will receive and appreciate. It should take great 
care, therefore, not to shoot above the heads of 
the people. Above all, and before all, it should 
take the greatest pains to provide for the young 
all sorts of reading — appropriate, entertaining, 
and beneficial. For with this class, this large 
and important class in the community, willbe its 
most efficient work. The librarian should there- 
fore put himself into easy communication and 
most intimate relations with all the teachers of 
the schools, public and private. He should be | 
free to make suggestions to these teachers and to | 
call their attention directly to various books | 
adapted to the children in their classes, and he 
may furnish to the pupils, from time to time, 
lists of books upon topics of special interest. 
It will readily be seen that, by such acourseas | 
here indicated, the librarian plays an important 
part in moulding the thought, increasing the in- | 


tellectual activity, and furthering the prosperity 
of the town. A town which puts to proper usea 
good public library of books, well selected and un- 
der proper management, can scarcely fail of being 
thrifty and intelligent. And whata vast difference 
these things make in the character of a country. 

Constant contact between mind and mind sharp- 
ens the wits, provokes thought, and in every way 
produces a strong tendency toward intellectual 
development, growth, and breadth. Forthe same 
reason on a larger scale the rapidly increasing 
commercial relations between the various civi- 
lized nations of the earth has become one of the 
most important educational and uplifting forces 
in the development of mankind. 

No one of the nations of the earth has a more 
difficult problem, a more gigantic task before it 
than has our republic. We have, on the whole, 
greater opportunities, larger blessings, than any 
other people. Money brings here a larger inter- 
est, commercial and business enterprises vield a 
surer and larger return, there is a wider range of 
industries, a greater activity in inventive genius, 
laboring men of all classes, in all the walks of life, 
from the highest to the lowest, receive larger 
wages for their labor than in any other country. 
Our people, as a whole, live better, dress better, 
enjoy more of life than do the people of other 
countries, but all these things place us under 
greater obligations, and make it more difficult 
to keep everything up to the level of the high 
plateau on which we live. 

We therefore need the broadest statesmanship, 
the truest philanthropy, the greatest intelligence, 
and in all respects, in every department, the best 
educational advantages. To this end it is neces- 
sary that our excellent American public-school 
system should be lifted to its highest usefulness ; 
that the public library should be established and 
liberally maintained in every town; that each 
community should by thrift, industry, frugality, 
and a liberal public spirit do its part toward ed- 
ucating and elevating the people ; that each mu- 
nicipality, whether town or city, by all proper 


| and necessary appliances in the several depart- 


ments of the family, the church, and society, 


| should, by a forward movement along the whole 


line, do its part to promote the general welfare, 


| in orderto prevent such a retrograde movement 


as in this age of rapid development and sharp 
competition would soon leave us behind other 
nations and other peoples, 
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MALE PSEUDONYMS OF FEMALE 


WRITERS. 


Furnished by FRANK WEITENKAMPF, ASTOR LIBRARY, 


DurinG May-July of this year, the N. Y. 
Staats-Zeitung published a list of ‘‘ male pen- 
names of female writers.” A few of these names | 


are familiar ones, but the majority are no doubt | Derier, Hugo 
With the exception of | Dirxrnc, I. v. 


unknown to most people. 
some of the former, I have transcribed the list in 
full into English, as below. It is interesting, and 
probably offers many names new to most of us 
although I do not vouch for its entire correctness. 


Aven, S. Sophie von Adelung. Stuttgart. 

Atcren, Ernst. Mrs. Viktoria Benediktson. Sweden. 

Aten, George. Mite Kremnitz Bardeleben). 
Bukarest. 


Rauh. Giesela Grimm von Arnim). Ber- 
lin. 


Autmar, Th. 
(near Berlin). 


A.tuacet, B. B. v. Pressentin (xéev. Rautter). Steglitz 
(near Berlin). 

Anpor, Paul 
Vienna. 

Anvow, Paul. Alberta Maytner. Graz (Austria). 

Ance.y,M. Angelika von Marquardt. Breslau 

Armstronc, B. L. Miss Louisa Heaton Armstrong. 
Girz (Austria). 


Therese Alma Dombrowski. Steglitz 


Paula Dorn von Marvalt (#ce Hertschka) 


Dom, A 


| Eicuen, von der 


Arnerecot, Fritz. Jenny Hirsch. Berlin 

Artuatis. Laura Steinlein. Berlin. 

Arrow, E.v. Eta von Auderton. Hameln. 

Ascuennerc, Th. v. Therese von Horix. Aschaffen- 
burg. 

Avoeustin, S. Auguste Scheibe. Dresden-Blasewitz. 

Baer, A. Miss L. A. Weinzier!. Wien-Wihring. 

- Tix, M. Margot von Pressentin. Steglitz (near Ber- 
in). | 

Baranow, Iwan, Ida Barber (ace Punitzer). Vienna. 

Baring, Arvéde. Madame Vincent. Paris. 

Bayer, Th. v. Princess Therese of Bavaria. 

Beacen, Alex. Marie Gordon (nce Calafatti). Vienna. 


Bercen, Leo. 
Salzburg. 


Madame Irma von Troll-Borostyani. 


| Fecs, Egon. 


Bearcer, Karl. 


Berxamr, Oskar. 
(near Berlin). 


Berxow, Karl. 


Sophie von Follenius. Darmstadt 
Olga von Oerkamp. Schwartzendorf 


Elise Fretin von Wolkersdorft. Berlin 
Bernow, Ludwig. Louise Jung. Baden-Baden. 
Bertuo.n, Franz. Adelh. Reinhold. Dresden. 
Bertuo.ip, L. Bertha Lehmann-Filhés. Berlin. 


Bertuoip-Linc. The preceding and Elisabeth Ebeling. 


Berlin. 
Bitter, E. Mrs. A. Wuttke. Munich. 
Bitiunc, Herm. Miss L. Bilsche. Cologne. 
Born, F.L. Elsbeth v. Nathusius. Kinigsborn. 
Bovenx, Marc. Mrs. Mathilde v. Kameke (xce Boie). 
Erfurt. 
Branvis-Zecion. Emma v. Zelion. Paderborn. 
Braun, C. Pauline Herrkorn. Ragnit (East Prussia). 
Braun, T.S. AntonieSimon. Brieg. 


Beunn, Adb. Miss Helene Druskowitz. Dresden. 
Bucu, M. v. Miss Margarete v. Buchholtz. Liidendorf. 
Burcer, L. W. Mrs. Lina Wasserburger (nde Wesp). 
Vienna. 
CALIBAN. 
Camps, C. v. 
Curist, Jean. 


Emilie Bergerat. Paris. 
Klara v. Dincklage-Campe. 
Jeanette Christine Gutbier 


Lingen. 
Heldburg 


| Hatnoerc, EF 
| Hartner, E 


Cimment, M. Mme. Desgranges. Paris. 


Costa, R. Aona v. Cossart (née v. Hippener). Dorpat 
Craicuaie, C. Baroness Constanze v. Gaudy. Berlin 
Cressixux,C. Kamilla Grifin Seyssel d'Aix. Graz. 


Neustadt in Holstein. 
Freiburg in 


Meta Detlefsen. 

Mrs. Josephine Sandhage 
Baden. 

Diro and Ipem 
men Sylva) and } 
Bukarest 

Anna Domeier, 

Dirinc, L. v 
hausen 

Dorx, Ernst. Mrs. Fanny du Feaux (nce 
Talsen (Kurland) 

Dornuem, M 
dershausen, 


jueen Elisabeth of Roumania (Car- 
rs. Mite Kremnitz (wee Bardeleben). 


London 
Mrs. Leopoldine Lehmann. Bad Ocyn- 


Asplind) 


Mathilde Flirstin v 

Salzburg. 

Dvuroy, Warnatz. Mrs. Ottilie v. Schiler (ace Birger). 
Coburg. 

Ecxstaprt, M, v. 


Schwarzburg-Son 


Martha Gihler. Berlin 
Mathilde v, Eschstruth. Casse! 


E:ssen-Steim, Karl. Charlotte v. Klipstein (#¢ée Loth- 
eissen). Darmstadt. 


Ei. Princess Elenore Reuss. 
E.se, A. v. D 
E.ton, M. Hadamar 
Evtzan, K. Klara Lauckner. Kiinigsberg. 


Enserc, A. v. R. Anna v. Gottberg (nce v. Rottenberg) 
Dresden 


Erxuarn, F. 
Erk, Ulrich. 
L. v 


Oberlausitz 
Auguste von der Decken 
Miss Karoline Braun. 


Hannover 


Berlin 
Doberau 


Miss Franziska Hahn. 
Mrs. Maria v. Schliagel. 


Maria v. Schwarzenau. Speier 


Eryc, A. Mrs. Auguste Cyré. Wiesbaden. 
Escuen, M.v. Mathilde v. Eschstruth. Cassel. 
Fackx,C. Klara Fleck. Nordhausen. 


Fatkner, Hugo. Mrs. Max. v. Weissenthurm. Vienna 


Fan Elisabeth Kologrivow. Russia. 


Mrs. Johanna Herbert. Dresden. 
Fe.sserc, P. Mrs. Annie Kiister-Felsberg. Berlin 
Fern, Ludwig. Luise Bernhardi (#¢e Firle). Berlin 
Fiett, A. Miss Molly Charlotte Filtsch. Vienna, 
Fitnés, B. Bertha Lehmann Filhés. Berlin 
Forsrenneim, A. Mrs. Anna Hirschier. Vienna 
Frank, Ulrich. Ulla Wolff. Berlin. 
Freese, Arthalis. Laura Steinlein. Berlin 
Freiserc, Giinther v. Ada Pinelli (née v. Treskow) 


Vienna 
Frey, Bernhard 


Frirze, Ernst. 
burg. 


Fromm, A. Wilhelmine Peters. E!bing. 
Fry, H.M. Miss Emilie Schuppe. Breslau. 
O. Elsie Annuske. Westphalia. 
Gerpincen, Hans. Therese Ida Ocsterheld 
Anna Maul. Berlin. 

Mrs. v. Stockmans (#¢¢ Griifin Strachwitz). 


Marie Bernhard. Kinigsberg 


Luise Reinhardt (#¢e Ditfurth). Merse- 


Florence. 
Geruarprt, M. 
GERMANIS. 


Berlin. 
Gostar, FE. v. Miss Elisabeth v. Gersdorff. St. Wen- 
del. 
Grinav, Josef. Josetine Grau. Fulda, 
Grunp, M. Marie Grundschittel. Wertheim on the 
Main 


Grutzner,L. Ludmilla Frank. Dresden 


Haipueim, L. Mrs. Luise Ahiborn (mee Siiger), Han 
nover 
Ernestine Diederich. Gittingen. 


Miss Emma v. Twardowka, Berlin. 


| 
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Hartscumipt, M. Miss Marie Schmidt. Hannover. 

Hartwic, G. Mrs. v. Koegel (x¢ée Hartwich). 

Hasseip, D. van. Mrs. Maclaine Pont. Holland. 

Haver, Ant. Viktorine Endler (#¢¢ Bleser). Hannover. 

Hewen, A. Adelheid Weber Briiss). Kinigsberg. 
(Name given also as A. Haiden.] 

Hever, Ernst. Mary Werunsky. Prague. 

Hecor, E. Bertha Nilting. Riga. 

Hens, E. Mrs. Elise Levi. Munich. 

Heraivs. Lina von Greyerz. Bern. 

Herican, Willibald v. Anna Lihn-Siegel. Dresden. 

Herwi, B. Mrs. Babette Loewi. Kinigsberg. 

Herzoc, L. Malwine Enckhausen. Hannover. 

Hitpeckx, Leo. Leonie Meyerhof. Frankfort on the 
Main. 

Hocuuem-Scuwaun, Adelheid Hochheim Eich- 
mann). Wittstock. 

Horrnaass, F. v. Franziska Rheinberger (#¢e¢ von Hoff- 
naass). Munich. 

Horrner, W. Sophie Wirishiffer. Altona. 

Houensezr, R. Miss Rosa Eidam. Ansbach. 

Howm, Erich. Mathilde Prager. Vienna. 

Horst, M. Anna Schimpff. Triest. 

Horstmann, K. Sophie Wirishiffer. Altona. 

Ipem. Mrs. Mite Kremnitz. Bucharest. 

Jacer, A. Angelika Bihan. Vienna. 

Joacum, A. Elise Knackfuss. Avoster Settemburg 
(near Luxembourg). 

Juncker, Mrs. Elise Schmieden. Berlin. 

Kentnem, Jul. Antonie v. Giorgy (née Kattny). 
Prague. 

Kcarent, Blanka Zacharili v. Klass). Coburg. 

Krayewsxa, A. v. Marie Amelie Gitzenberger. Baden- 
Baden. 

Krestovsxy, W. Mrs. Saiontschkovsky (#¢e Ehwoscht- 
schonski). Rjiisan (Russia). 

Kuwnpa, Georg v. Valerie v. Miiller. Riga. 

Kurs, Al. Alice Hesse (x¢e Kurs). Cologne 

Lacroma, P. M. Marie Edle v. Egger Schmitzhausen. 
Girz. 

Lancxen, Berthold v.d. Bertha Sara von der Lancken. 
Eberswalde. 

Larrenpercer, Joh. Johanna Wolf. Salzburg. 

Leo, August. Auguste Pulvermacher. Vienna. 

Leow, F. Mrs. Franziska Lortsch. Libau (Kurland). 

Lescuivo, A, Klara Fahrig (née Gerhard). Leipzig. 

Linar, C. Lina Riémer. Oldenburg. 

Linpen, E, Miss Elisabeth Postler. Near Halberstadt. 

Linpen, H. Helene Weilshiuser. Oppeln. 

Linpenporr, H. Hedwig Siecke. Dresden. 

Line, Christ. Elisabeth Ebeling. Berlin. 

Lincen, Ernst. Miss Elisabeth Schilling. Erkelenz. 

Lionngart, C. Mrs. Charlotte Zillers. Berlin. 

Lincretpr. Elise Fischer (ace Lieungh). Hamburg. 

Lov, Henri. Miss Lou v. Salommé. Berlin. 

Loy, Arthur v. Miss Helene v. Diiring-Oetken. Berlin. 

Lupwic, Balthasar. Miss Maria Kath-Haass. Padelbora. 

LuGano, Sylvio. Mrs. Bertha Riedel-Ahrens. Halle. 

Luiet, Gola, Olga Luis. Hannover. 

LutrersspurGc, A. Mrs. Fanny Klinck. Weissenfels. 

Lynar, E. Lina Rimer. Oldenburg. 

anper, P.M. Miss Marie Batz. Frankfort-on-the- 

ain. 

Macysrook Stietex. Ottilie Kleinschrod. Munich. 

Mannueim, L. Luise Devrient. Leipzig. 

Maruoum, Leonh. Laura Mohr. Riga. 

Marriot, Emil. Emilie Mataja. Vienna. 


Martin im Grund. Marie Grundschittel. Wertheim-on- 
the-Main. 
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| Mascue, Fr. Mrs. Julie Kiihne (ace Poll). Scholwim- 


Pommerania. 
May, George. Friederike Hertzka. Isch). 
Metati, van Java. Miss M. Stous, Roermonde, Holland. 


| Mecnec, S. Klementine Bittger. Dornholzhausen, near 
Homburg 


Menxe, Briimmershor J. Juliane Menke (née Lemke). 
Marburg. 


Mernewt, E. Elizabeth Miiller. Freidburg, iB. 
Masserer, Th. Therese und Ludwig Winkler-Messerer. 
Munich. 


Micuery, B. Maria della Rocca. Italy. 

Miranis, E. Mrs, Katharina Michaelis. Dresden. 

Mout, Emil v. Elise, Duchess Posadowsky. Posen. 

Monrtac, August. Auguste Hauschner. Berlin. 

Mosen, Friedr. Jeny Schwabe. Leipzig. 

Moser, Albert. Anna Morsch. Berlin. 

Necro, del. Christine Greiner. Vienna. 

Nisset, L. Louise Busch. San Francisco. 

Niwet. Miss Rosa Lewin. Berlin. 

Norpen, A. Anna Heimius. Mainz. 

Norpen, E. Agnes v. Wegerer (ade v. Frangois). Lich 
terfelde. 

Norpen, E. Miss Anny v. Treskow. Dilzig in the Neu- 
mark. 

Norpen, Erich. Martha Eitner. Winzig in Silesia. 

O. K. Olga Novikov (ce Kireev). 

Osen,l.v. Hedw. Karoline Kniipfer. Gera. 

Osten, A. v.d. Mrs. A. Klapp. Hamburg. 

Oswa.p, E. Mrs. Bernhardine Schu!ze-Schmidt. Munich. 


Ovurot, B. Bertha v. Suttner Duchess Kinsky). 
Castle Harmersdorf, Lower Austria. 


Patmé, Haysen H. Hilda Ottilie Paysen (ace Palmé). 
Kleve. 
Parameny, K. Anna Kempe (ce Meyer). Breslau. 


Penseroso. Mrs. Pastor Heege. Near Halle. 
Pert, Henry. Henriette Perl. Venice 
Prem, A. Mrs. Anna Ponitow. Ziillichen. 
Prem, Erhard. Anna Weber. Dresden. 


Ramunp, Golo. Mrs. Bertha Fredertch Heyn) 
Hannover. [Also known as George Dannenberg. | 


Rascu, J. Auguste v. Ahrens Braurasch. Wiesbaden. 

Repennart, C. Emma Fr. Freudentha!l. Breslau. 

Rercnensack, Moritz v. Duchess Valsca Bethusy-Huc. 
Upper Silesia. 

Reimar, F.S. Marie Zedelius. Oldenburg. 

Reis, V. Veronika Reinhardt. Dresden. 

Rene, H. Hedwig Werner. Gleiwitz 

Rinnart, K. Katharine Zitelmann. Stettin. 


Ritter, Ernst. Mrs. v. Binzer (xée v. Gerschau). Stein 
ermark. 
Roxowsk!, O. Ottilie v. Pindikowski,. Kinigsberg. 


Rotano, Almuth. Lilly Kutzner. Klitschdorf (Kr 
Bunzlau). 


Ro.anp, Emil. Miss Emmy Jansen. Oldenburg. 
Romer, Alexander. Charlotte Regenstein. Hannover. 


Rotuscuutz, T. v. Miss Therese Louise v. Hobe. 
Potsdam. 


Rucker, M. v. Miss Marie zur Medgede. Friedenau, 
near Berlin. 


Rupotri, E. Rudolphine Ettlinger. Karisruhe. 
Sack, B. v. Blanka Zvcharia (mee v. Klass). Koburg. 


Satma, Bernhard v. Bernhardine v. Salmuth (ace v. 
Bredow). Magdeburg. 


Sartorius, Benevenuto. Martha Wilikomm-Schneider. 
St. Petersburg. 


Sartorius, S. Miss Selma Schneider. Berlin. 

Sautt, C. de. Claire, Duchess of Charnacé (ee Agoult) 
Scuack, von Igar. Mrs. Elfriede Jaksch. Vienna. 
Scumipt, Christ. Anna Faber. Kannstadt. 

Scnotr,C. Klara Schachner. Leipzig. 


| 
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Scuutten, Annmariek. Mrs. Alwine Wuthenow. Greifs- 
wald. 

Scuurrs, A. Anna Benfey Schuppe). Dresden 

Scuwan, M. Miss Marie Aubin. Reichenberg, Bohe- 
mia. 

Scuwarz, H. v. Johanna von Boy. Hamm, near Ham 
burg. 

Scuwarz, Walter. Wanda v. Dallwitz (ace v. Graete) 
Berlin. 

Sex, A. vom. Adelheid Lachemann. Bremen 

Seemann, P. Mrs. Pauline Redlich. Lugau, near Do- 
brilugh 

Seent, H. Hedwig Niese. Barby-on-the-Elbe 

Seewaip, H. Hedwig Schneider. Sondershausen. 

Ssuren,A.v. Amla von Sauden v. Hinel). Brom 
berg. 

Sioet, Leon. Hertha v. Polenz. Upper Kunewalde, 
Lansitz 

Stoman, BE. Eliza Wille (#¢e Sloman). Mariafeld, near 
Zurich. 

Sonntac, Hans. Klara Johanna Firstner. Quedlinburg 

SonntaG, Leo. Laura Vincent. Leipzig-Gohlis 

Srerani, Luigi. Mrs.? Mailand. 

Sravren, Fr. Franziska v. Fritsch. Salzburg. 

Srein, Marius. Marie Janitschek. Strassburg 

Sreiw, Paul. Albertin Henrich (ce Rislin). Grenada 

Srem~au, Edwin v. Miss Karoline Schmid. Vienna. 

Stern, Detlef. Dora Strempel. Constantinople. 

Strerxnav, Willy v. Gertrud Reimer-Walden. Rixdorf, 
near Berlin. 

Srirner, Ernst. Mrs. Marie Glocker. Eger, Bohemia 

Sronc, M. Marie Scholz (ade Stonawski Strzebowitz) 
Austrian Silesia. 

Srranp, Gabriel. Luise Tesdorpf Oppenheimer. 
Karlsruhe. 

Srrotta, A. Anna Stickel. Frankfort a.O 

Szictavy, Paul, Eleonore von Bors, Hungary. 


TANNENWALD-Fourneav, R. de. Rosa Steindl, Edle v. | 


Tonnenwald. Triest. 
Tencer, Mariam. Mrs. M. Hepke. Berlin. 
Tennis. Miss Nierstrass. The Hague. 
TuHareck, S. W. Mrs. Thekla Spann-Weber. Leipzig. 
Tuaran, Hans. Miss v. Weling. Florence 
Twieme,C. Karoline Miethe (nce Goedeking). Potsdam. 
Tuure and Dievenow. Mrs. Julie Kiihne (#¢e Poll). 
Scholwin, Pommerania. 


Tour, Emi! de la. Marie Antoinette v. Markovics. 
Vienna, 
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Timipe. Miss Elisa Bang. Dresden. 
Travutennem, BR. Emma Chalupka. Pressburg. 
Trev, A. Anna v. Cossart v. Hippener). Dorpat. 


Very, E. Emma Simon Couveley). Frankfort-on 
the-Main 


Vien, E. Marie Anna Krejci. Prague and Dresden. 
Virtamankia. Mrs. Pastor Maria Timme. Berlin 
Voce vom Spielberg. Anna Vogel. Vienna 
Vorkert, Otto. Kinig. Breslau 
C, Ottilier Sillner. Prague 

Voveek, Marco. Mrs. Markowitsch. Vienna? 
Waars, Rick. Mrs. Marianne Wehren. Gotha, 


Wacaeutnk, Heinrich. Henrike Wagenaar-Hummelinock, 
Angerburg, East Prussia 


Watcneren, W. von. Miss M. van der Feen. Mid- 
delburg 


Kamilla Kohl (wee Kollinger). Vienna 
Wacosurc, S. Sophie, Duchess Waldburg-Syrgenstein 
Syrgenstein, Bavaria. 


Watpemar, H. Hermine Louran. Munich. 

| Watpow, B. Bianca Bloch. Girlitz. 
Watpow, Ernst von. Lodoiska von Blum. Venice 
Warnatz, Matth. Mrs. Ottilie von Schiler. Koburg 

| Warrina, Hans. Mrs. Emma Meier. Kinigsberg i. P 
Wece,J. Mrs. Johanna Schulze. Diisseldorf. 
Wenrwaac, von, Mrs, Louise von Waagen, Wiesbaden, 
Weimar, A. Auguste Gitze. Dresden 


Werper, Hans. A. von Bonin (aée von Zanthier). 
Schinwerder, near Dilitz 


Westruar, C. Miss C. Maria Cath. Haass. Paderborn. 

Wesrritrz, J. Josephine, Duchess Schwerin. Kinigs- 
berg 

Wippern, M. Marie Brandrup (#¢ée Remus). Berlin. 

Wirwsorn, Julius. Johanna Willborn Schwerin 

Witv,C. Karnilla Kohl (aée Koblinger). Vienna 

Witke, G. Gabriele v. Lieres u. Wilkan. Oberviesen 
thal, near Lihn. 

Witcrriep, H. Hermine Villinger. Karlsruhe. 

Wirtu, M. Meta Wellmer. Ebersdorf. 

Wirrevurc, C. Mrs, Klara Schnackenberg (nde Wittig) 
Dresden 

Witrenporr, C. Hermine Cam. Proschko. Vienna 

Zacuert, T. Blanka Zacharia (m¢e v. Klass). Koburg. 

Zeowitz, Katharina v. Jenny Schwabe. Leipzig 

Ze.t, B.W. Bertha Wegner-Zell. Berlin 

Zeit, C. von. Melanie von Etzel. Strassburg 

Zicnirzka, K. Th. Katharinka Zitz. Mainz, 


COMPARATIVE VIEW OF WORK ACCOMPLISHED IN THE LEADING ENGLISH 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES FROM LAST REPORTS. 


COMPILED BY JAMES YATES, LEEDS PUBLIC LIBRARIAN, 


| NO, OF VOLUMES IN LIBRARY NUMBER OF ISSURS 

- .&| 232 

London (Br. Mu.) 4,211,056 1,000,600 . | 8,000,600 | 1,226,126 £155,970 
Liverpool........ 100 96,689 ee 4,268 0,957 465,305 ; 12,000 
Birmingham ),000 106,489 | 26,243 34,523 | 167,255 78,344 26,231 10,000 
Manchester.. yoo 32,942 109,699 1,257,023 
Leeds....... 43,132 41.798 83,6c5 168 14,01 350 25 
Sheffield .... 324,200 13,324 | 30,632 49,93¢ 93.892 221 88,407 300,847 4 4,287 
Bradford......... 216,300 10,485 | 17,730 28.4 65,67 80,685 | 173,408 ta 8 4,000 
Halifax ... 82,900 2,604 74,710 10,553 87,867 ®2,584 | *74,479 4,548 1,3oo 
Middiesborough 75,000 2,697 12,055 14,75 5 62,82 1,000 
Doncaster ..... 5,938 2,582! 13,430 16,01 1 7 63,709 | 508 
Rotherham .. 7,200 1,000 8,694 ),694 7 39.43" | 740 


* Seven months’ issues only, 
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THE DANFORTH LIBRARY BUILDING. 
BY G. F. WINCHESTER, LIBRARIAN. 


Tue Paterson Public Library was the first free 
public library established in New Jersey. The 
excellent New Jersey library law was drawn up 
by Hon., now Rev. Wm. Prall, Ph.D., formerly 
of Paterson, now of Detroit, and passed by the 
Legislature in 1884. The cit 
having voted to establish a li- 
brary under the provisions of this 
law, the Mayor appointed trus- 
tees, and the board organized in 
May, 1885. 

The trustees rented a large 
private house, and opened the 
reading-room to the public in 
October, 1885, and the library 
the following January. Mr. 
Frank P. Hill, of Lowell, was 
appointed librarian, and thus 
became the first free public li- 
brarian in any city of the State 
of New Jersey.* 

At first only the rooms of the 
first floor of the house were oc- 
cupied by the library and read- 
ing-room. These quarters soon 
became too small, and the gener- 
al reading-room was removed to 
the second floor. This left the 
first floor for the library proper, 
with the exception of a small 
room which later was used as a 


Readina Room 
for Women 


reading-room for women. 


— FIRST FLOOR. 


Although the house was a 


spacious one, the rapid increase 

of the business of the library and the number of 
its books had made it very apparent by the 
autumn of 1888, less than three years from the 
time the library was opened to the public, that 
more commodious quarters must soon be found 
or the institution would be seriously cramped 
in the performance of its work. 

In his annual report in March, 1888, the Presi- 
dent called the attention of the'Board of Aldermen 
to the necessity of providing in the near future 
a suitable building and permanent quarters for 
the library. 

A few months afterward the Board of Trustees 
were relieved from “‘a weight of anxiety” by the 
receipt of a letter from Mrs. Mary E. Ryle, of 
Paterson, dated Nov. 3, 1888, in which she said: 

“* The free public library in this city is no long- 
er an experiment, but has proved a success beyond 
the most sanguine anticipations of its incorpora- 
tors. 

“ Having purchased the residence of my mother, 
the late Mrs. Danforth, I take great pleasure in 
offering the same to your board as the future 
home of your institution. 

** After careful consideration I am satisfied my 
father’s house could not be better utilized than 
by devoting it to educational purposes, under 
your auspices, 

“ This gift, however, is tendered to you with cer- 


* Possibly one or two small village or town libraries in 
New Jersey may have been free tothe public and partially 
or wholly supported by gobikc tax, previous to the estab- 
lishment of the Paterson library, but the remarkable prog- 
ress made by public libraries in this State within the last 
five years had its beginning with the enacting of the law 
mentioned above. This law 1s published in full in the last 
annual report of the Paterson Free Public Library, 1890-91 


tain conditions, which you will find recorded on 
face of accompanying deed.” 

The conditions referred to in the letter require 
that the building and any new building or ex- 
tensions that may hereafter be erected on the 
lot shall forever be known as the ‘‘ Danforth 
Library Building,” and that a tablet bearing that 
name and date of the gift shall be maintained 
near the main entrance. 

The property shall always be used for the 
free public library unless it shall be sold and 
the entire proceeds used for the purchase of 
another lot and erection of another building, 
And in case in the future another building should 
be erected for which the city or individuals 
should contribute so largely as to make the name 
Danforth Library Building inappropriate, then 
in such new building a tablet shall be placed 
commemorating the fact of this original gift. 

The lot on which the building stands is quite 
spacious enough to allow of enlarging it to twice 
or even three times its present size. 

The Danforth Library Building commemorates 
the name of Mr. Charles Danforth, who was a 
native of Massachusetts, having come to Pater- 
son in 1828. Mr. Danforth built up herea very 
large and important manufacturing business. 

It is a fact well worthy of notice that this gift 
to the free public library was the first—or the 
first of any importance at all — ever made to any 
public institution in Paterson. 

The services of an architect were secured and 
plans for the alteration and enlargement of the 
building were begun at once. 

I shall describe in some detail the building 
as completed and occupied over a year ago; 
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ROOK-STACK AND DELIVERY-DESK. 


INTERIORS OF THE DANFORTH LIBRARY 


rHE BOOK DELIVERY ROOM. 
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for, while very little architectural merit can be 
claimed for the exterior, 1 think that in con- 
venience of interior arrangement and general 
adaptability to library work it is probably equal 
to most structures of its size, even including new 
buildings planned from the foundation for libra- 
ries. 

The Danforth house was a three-story brick 
structure, 36x 40 feet, with an L 22x 21 feet. 
I may call attention to the fact that this house 
was very similar to the Bertram residence pre- 
sented to the city of Salem and remodelled for 
the public library there, the Bertram house being 
slightly larger. 

The first question to be considered in making 
alterations was, shall the library or the reading- 
rooms be on the first floor? 

The principal advantage in having the library 
on the first floor is convenience to the general 
public, and especially for the very large number 
of ladies who visit it. It was immediately seen, 
however, that the objections greatly overbal- 
anced the advantages; for, if the library were 
to be placed on the first floor, in a very short 
time all available shelf-room would be occupied, 
and the idea of eventually having a part of the 
library on the first floor and the rest on the third 
was thought to be very objectionable. 

It was decided, therefore, to appropriate the 
entire first floor to reading-room purposes. The 
third floor was then removed, as well as all par- 
tition walls, and we had a room on the second 
floor in dimensions 36 x 4o feet, with ceiling 30 
feet high. 

In this space it was desired to put shelving for 
at least 40,000 volumes and have an ample book- 
delivery room. 

The two rows of windows of the second and 
third stories were opened into one row of long 
windows as seen in the picture, and measures 
were taken to strengthen the walls. 

The next question and perhaps the most im- 
portant one the trustees had to consider in rela- 
tion to the building was, what style of book- 
stacks should be adopted ? 

Before deciding this a committee consisting of 
a member of the board of trustees and the libra- 
rian visited a number of the leading libraries 
around Boston, and later the li- 
brarian visited Buffalo and Syra- 
cuse and looked at the stacks 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL. 307 


“ T have no doubt whatever that I should use 
wood for your library stack instead of iron. A 
wood stack does look heavy and will not ad- 
mit light and ventilation as freely as iron, but I 
should rather have the extra cost in books, for 
these points are largely sentimental. The extra 
amount of light is not large.” Mr. Larned 
wrote that ‘‘the iron stacks are undoubtedly 
more expensive than wooden cases, and outside of 
a fire-proof building I am not at all sure that the 
advantages overweigh the increased cost."" There 
was ageneral opinion that iron would be very 
much more expensive than wood, but investiga- 
tion seemed to prove that this would be so only 
if the plainest and least expensive form of wood- 
work were used.* The floor space covered by the 
stack is 36x 27 feet and some estimates of cost 
were as follows: 

From a Paterson builder — Flooring, beams, 
railing, cases, 1600 feet of shelving, stairs, all of 
ash, $1073; or with iron beams; flooring, and 
stairs, extra. 

The feet of shelving estimated upon was by 
some mistake less than half the required amount, 
so at least $150 more must be added, making 
cost of the plainest and cheapest stack construct- 
ed of wood rather over $1200. With iron and glass 
flooring and iron stairs, a plan we thought of to 
allow of free circulation of light and air, the cost 
would have been about $2200, or nearly $200 
more than the cost of the stack we built of 
piping. 

The Library Bureau offered to put in a stack 
constructed of oak and handsomely finished and 
with iron stairs for $4700. 

We received a bid from the G. W. & F. Smith 


*({In the recent alterations in the Boston Athenzwum iron 
Stacks were used because they were found to be cheaper 
than wooden stacks.— Eps.) 


Cataloguing 
Room 


constructed of iron piping. It 
was especially necessary to secure 
the greatest economy of space and 


at the same time that plan of 
shelving that would give the least 
obstruction to light and air, and 
again, the economy of money 
was, as usual, absolutely neces- 
sary. Still another important 


Reference 


point in our case was weight ; —— } . os Room. 
this had to be considered because ' ' j 
the stack was to be in the second ' 


story of a building with walls of 
only the strength of an ordinary 
brick dwelling after all interior 
partition walls had been removed. 

I found considerable difference 
of opinion among the leading li- 
brarians as to the best kind of 
shelving. Mr. Dewey and Mr. 
Poole did not like iron stacks of 
any kind. Mr. Dewey wrote: 
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Iron Co. of Boston for a cast-iron stack like 
those at the Boston Atheneum, Cambridge Pub- 
lic Library, and others, with two stories of up- 
rights, floor of iron, two flights of iron stairs, shelf- 
hooks, but no shelves, for $2700. The shelves, 
painting, and other extras would have made the 
total cost of the stack in this style over $3000. 
Finally, Messrs. A. B. & W. T. Westervelt. of 
102 Chambers St., New York, offered to build 
our stack in the general style of the one they had 
already built for the library of Syracuse Univer- 
sity for $1687. Cast-iron shelf-pins, painting, 
and some other extras brought the total cost of 
the stack ready for use up to $2028.32. 

After examining and comparing the cast-iron 
stacks in the Boston style and those at Buffalo 
and Syracuse constructed of gas piping, we decid- 
ed that the latter were preferable for several 
reasons : first, economy —the cost was at least 
$1000 less ; second, lightness — our builders es- 
timated that our stack would weigh about 13 
tons (a cast-iron stack of the same dimensions 
must weigh much more, I think); thirdly, while 


the stacks constructed of gas piping are perhaps | 


not exactly ornamental, they are more nearly so 
than any cast-iron stack I have seen. They not 
only are lighter but they /oe4 lighter. 

The Syracuse stack was built for the most part 
after the pattern of those at Buffalo but with 


some variations in the direction of lightness. In | 
| packages are received. The first floor of the 


each I found one serious objection ; the shelves, 
although nominally adjustable, are practically 
not so, as they rest on the iron brackets which 
connect and brace the two uprights. I found 
that if I wished to readjust one shelf it could not 
be done without moving to acorresponding posi- 
tion the entire row on both sides of the stack, 


The library room has very long windows on 
two sides and shorter ones higher up on the third 
side ; it is therefore remarkably light, and as long 
as there is daylight outside one can read in any 
part of the stack. For evening the stack is thor- 
oughly lighted by electricity, as is also every 
room in the building. 

Between the Danforth house and the adjoin- 
ing property on the east was an unoccupied part 
of the grounds about fifteen feet wide. It was 
decided to cover this with an extension. This 
extension is 2 stories high and is several feet 
longer than the main building both in front and 
rear. On the first floor the entire space gained 
by this addition is used as a part of the reading- 
room for men; on the second, as shown by the 
diagram, this space is divided into three rooms : 
the librarian’s office in front; the reference- 
room which opens from the book delivery-room, 
and also by double rolling doors from the libra- 
rian’s room, and by similar doors opens into the 
trustees’ or committee room in the rear. The 
reference room has also direct communication 
with the stack, by a door, and a small opening, 
or window, through which books are given out 
from the stack for use in the reference-room. 

In the rear of the stack in the L is the cata- 
loguing-room which is of good size, very light, and 
convenient for the work done there. A lift com- 
municates with the first floor, where boxes and 


L, also the third, above the cataloguing-room 
are occupied by the janitor. 

On the first floor of the house the partition 
walls were removed excepting the solid brick wall 
which now separates: the men’s and women’s 


| reading-rooms. A part of the main wall of the 


and even this could not be done except by an | 


awkward and difficult process with wrench and 
set-screw. We desired movable shelves and hit 
upon the plan of using three strips of ashwood 


screwed firmly to the iron cross-pieces and bored | 


to receive iron shelf-pins. This method shas 


house on the east was also removed in order to 
open the men’s reading-room into the extension, 
making one long room. 

The wood used for the interior finish of the 
building is ash, and the furniture is of oak. 


| There is no rich and costly carving, all is ex- 


proved satisfactory, though the carpenter blun- | 


dered at first and had considerable difficulty in get- 
ting the strips and peg-holes, at opposite ends of 
the shelves, exactly ona line. A much better 
way would be to use the Scott-Smith shelf sup- 
port, which could be nicely fitted into these wood- 
en upright strips and the difficulty above referred 
to would be avoided. I proposed this, but our 
committee did not feel willing to incur the extra 
expense of the Scott-Smith support. 

To support the books at the ends of the 
shelves we have a piece of perforated sheet-iron 
3'¢ in. wide and rising 6 in. above the shelf. 
These are screwed on the ends of the shelves. 

The iron uprights of the stacks are of 1-iach 
gas pipe, each story is 7 ft. 3 in. high, the floor 
of the second story is of cast-iron with glass 


lights '¢ in. thick and about 1o in. wide in the | 
| Scott (Lockhart’s Life, v. 9) and by Hawthorne 


centre and open tracery work at the sides of each 
passage between the stacks. These passages are 
32 in. wide between the shelves but only 30 in. 
between the iron uprights, as the shelves project 
only as far as the inner side of the uprights. 

The stack has two stories, and there is ample 
height for another if it is ever thought desirable 
to put it on, but when the library has the 40.000 
volumes the present stack is calculated to hold 
the building will probably be enlarged and the 
stack extended horizontally. 


tremely plain, but neat and well adapted to the 
purposes intended. 

In the rooms where a floor covering is wanted, 
corticine is used, except in the reading-room for 
women and the librarian’s office, where carpets 
are laid. 

In the tower of the building a fine clock has 
been placed by Mr. W. T. Ryle, a son of the 
munificent giver of the building. 

In the vestibule of the Danforth library building 
stand two figures carved in stone which have a 
very interesting history, but one too long to be 
recited here. They represent Tam O’Shanter 
and Souter Johnny. They were carved by James 
Thom, of Ayre, Scotland, and are duplicates or 
statues by the same sculptor to be seen at Ayre 
by the traveller through the land of Burns. 
Those at Ayre are mentioned by Sir Walter 


in ‘‘ Our Old Home,” ‘‘ Haunts of Burns.” The 
sculptor Thom emigrated to this country and 
lived in or near Paterson for several years. 
Most of the fine stone carving on Trinity Church, 
New York, was done by him in stone from a quarry 
at Little Falls, two or thiee miles above Paterson, 
on the Passaic River. The statues were left by 
the sculptor (who died many years later in New 
York) in the possession of a prominent family in 
Paterson, and the present representatives of this 


October, 


family have given them to the free public li- 
brary. 
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We hope that there will be a generous co-op- 
eration on the part of the managers and own- 


The cost of remodelling and enlarging the Dan- | ers of these libraries with the gentlemen who are 
ging 


forth building was as follows: 


Mason work $6,375.84 
Carpenter and painting Tt 
Steam heating and plumbing 1,650.81 
Electric lighting and bells 
8.324 
Furniture and fixtures... 1,680.9 
1.478 
$19,029.2 


All of these bills were paid by Mrs. Ryle, and 
as the property at the time it was given was prob- 
ably worth about $50,000, the total amount of 
her gift was not far from $70,000. 

After sufficient trial the building has been found 
convenient and satisfactory for the present needs 
of the building ; but as we already have 16,000 
volumes on our shelves, and as from the present 
time the library will increase at the rate of 3,000 
volumes a year — probably inthe near future at a 
more rapid rate — it cannot be more than six or 
eight years before the building must be greatly 
enlarged, or, perhaps, the lot covered by anew and 
stately structure, large enough for the probable 
needs of the next century and with architectural 
features worthy of the citv that Paterson is to be. 


THE PEPPER BEQUEST TO PHILA- 
DELPHIA. 
From the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin 

Ir is reported that the trustees of the George 
S. Pepper fund for the endowment of a free li- 
brary have come to the conclusion that the pub- 
lic-spirited purposes of the testator will be most 
effectively served by using the money for the 
construction of a modern library building in the 
centre of the city and by gathering together with- 
in its walls several of the loca! libraries which are 
now in a languishing condition. 

The officers of the Mercantile Library, the City 
Institute and the Apprentices’ Library are be- 
lieved to look upon this project with favor, and 
if the consent of the stockholders of the first 
named institution can be had, there is every rea- 
son to believe that it can be carried through to 
an early and successful consummation. The use- 
fulness of these libraries would be vastly increased, 
while no interest could possibly suffer. They 
are not money-making concerns, and the stock- 
holders in the Mercantile Library would un- 
doubtedly derive all the advantages which they 
can now possibly enjoy in the independent exist- 
ence of an institution which has long been on 
the verge of decay. 

It would be possible in the execution of the 
plan contemplated by the Pepper trustees to 


gather together at once a collection of not fewer | 


than a quarter of a million books, with every 
probability that this collection would receive 
many substantial additions after it had been es- 
tablished. The Mercantile Library now contains 
upwards of 160,000 volumes, most of which lie 
on the shelves year after year untouched. It 
would not be difficult, by uniting these with the 
smaller collections under the roof of a central, 
accessible and well-designed building, to give 
Philadelphia a free library surpassing in the ex- 
tent and variety of its literature the great library 
which so long has reflected lustre on the intelli- 
gence and public munificence of Boston. 


endeavoring to utilize the Pepper legacy in the 
broad spirit of the testator. The legacy is not 
ample enough to establish and equip a tree library 
that will be worthy of a great city in these days, 
but it is sufficient to defray the cost of a com- 
modious and well-appointed building into whict 
the existing libraries may deposit their treasures. 
It is not unlikely that the fund in trust will be 
materially enhanced by the subscriptions of pub- 
lic-spirited Philadelphians if there shal! be any- 
thing like a general disposition to carry out the 
proposition of the trustees. We have no doubt 
that if the gentlemen who control the Mercan- 
tile Library shall enter into the plan with hearty 
good-will it will not be difficult to make it a 
success, 


FREE LIBRARIES. 
From the Providence Journa 


Ir is reported in Philadelphia that the trustees 
of the George S. Pepper fund for the endowment 
of a free library in that city have determined that 
the best disposition of the money will be in a 
modern library structure which shall gather and 
hold within its walls several local book collections 
which are now languishing. Among these are 
the Mercantile Library with nearly 160,000 vol- 
umes, the City Institute and the Apprentices’ 
Library, all of them supposed to view the project 
with favor. They possess in the aggregate a 
quarter of a million books, and with this number 
gathered in a single collection and offered free to 
the public, Philadelphia would have a public li- 
brary of whose size, at least, she might be proud. 

There seems no good reason for these libraries 
to hold back from the scheme for their amalga- 
mation, for they were not established as financial 
ventures and the purpose of their originators 
seems to have been chiefly, if not entirely, to 
serve the good of the community. It is at once 
apparent what increased usefulness they could 
attain if they were united in a suitable library 
building instead of being scattered, as at present, 
in comparatively inaccessible places. A student 
desiring to pursue investigations along a given 
line must now consult a number of institutions 
to discover what works relating to his chosen 
theme are contained in this one and then in that, 
while with the new plan in operation his labors 
would be essentially lessened. The Pepper fund 
is not sufficient to construct a modern library 
building and equip a permanent library besides, 
and it seems as if the trustees in whose charge it 
is had resolved wisely in purposing to devote it 
to a building alone. With the co-operation of 
the several libraries which can gain little or noth- 
ing by refusing to unite. better results can be ob- 
tained along the line of the trustees’ decision than 
any other. 

There is more than ever before a distinc- 
tively free-library movement noticeable through- 
out the country, and Philadelphia will be follow- 
ing acommon example in establishing such an 
institution. The day of the private circulating 
library is past, and in its stead we find what may 
or may not be regarded as its logical successor, 
the free library, instituted by public or private 
munificence, but at any rate, free to the public 
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and recognized as an important factor in the 
mental development of a community. Men who 
deserted their native village for the city years 
ago and have prospered in business there have 
turned back to erect a memorial structure among 
the scenes of their boyhood, for the perpetuation 
of their name and the good of their former neigh- 
bors. Gifts from sources like these and others 
as fruitful have caused handsome and enduring | 
library buildings to spring up in many suburban | 
and distinctively rural communities, until an un- 
measured and unmeasurable influence for good 
has been spread abroad. The free library has 
justified itself wherever it has been afforded a 
fair opportunity, and the intellectual plane of 
many a city and town has been raised by its subtle 
wer. 
There are those in every community possessing 
a free library who are bound to cavil at its force 
for good and to charge against it even an in- 
fluence for evil. It is asserted that sufficient 
care is not exercised in the selection of books 
and that the public mind is, for this reason, 
tainted. Moreover,and most often, it is affirmed 
that whether or not pains in this direction are 
taken, the proportion of fiction to all other writing 
read by the patrons of a library is not satisfac- 
tory. There is too frequently careless supervision 
of free libraries as of every other public interest, 
and incompetent book committees are certainly 
a bane to the committees whose reading in a 
measure they select. But they are more likely 
to be careful and critical judges of a book’s value 
and to appreciate their share of responsibility for 
the literary prosperity of the town in which the | 
free library is situated. 
As forthe popular charge that fiction forms 
far too great a proportion of the reading afforded 
by such an institution, it needs only to be said 
that this is not the fault of the library manage- 
ment, but, if it is a fault, of the community itself. 
The public which chooses fiction in preference to 
history, biography and art would not be reading 
these latter if the free library didn’t put fiction 
in its way. Rather, it would turn to a more 
miscellaneous field of light ‘‘ literature "’ and be 
without the directing hand of even a book com- 
mittee. Not that fiction is to be condemned 
wholesale as an undesirable class of books; in the 
hands of an intelligent and a discriminating libra- 
ry management it is oftena power for great good. 
If, however, a community complains of the in- 
frequency with which ‘‘ standard books,” to use 
a stock phrase, are circulated, let it proceed to 
remedy this condition. During the fall and win- 
ter months now upon us, societies for study along 
given lines may be made most profitable with a 
free library near at hand. Let those who have 
cavilled now come forward and plan methods 
which shall utilize the standard books of the pub- 
lic collection. Leta class for historical reading 
and research make use of its histories, and a 
geographical club or some other organization 
with a name as euphonious delve into its books 
of travel, There is no need for the critics of 
any community to bewail the unequal race which 
fiction runs against the “ field;" if they are wide- 
awake and not merely chronic grumblers they 
can reduce the disproportion in a variety of ways. 


he American Librarn Association. 


THE SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE. 

MonpDAY morning, October 12, the thirteenth 
Annual Meeting was inaugurated most happily 
by a visit to the Cliff House at the Golden Gate, 
and a reception given by Mr. Adolph Sutro in 
his private residence, and the grounds, which by 
his generosity are constituted a public park, at 
Sutro Heights, overlooking the Pacific. On this 
magnificent site, wrested by main force from the 
desolation of the ‘‘ sand-lots,” Mr. Sutro has 
created a park which for extent and beauty will 
hold rank with any but the largest in the country. 
All but a small portion about his residence 
is thrown open freely to the public, and is 
frequented by crowds. But Mr. Sutro invited 
the Association, after viewing the grounds under 
his guidance, to lunch in his house, and extended 
a most profuse and generous hospitality. After 
lunch Mr. Sutro made an address of welcome, in 
which he spoke of his well-matured plan for estab- 
lishing in San Franciscoa great reference library, 
and astonished most of his hearers by informing 
them that 200,000 volumes were already in his 
possession for that purpose, and that a suitable 
building would be erected as soon as the plans 
could be completed. President Green, of the A. 
L. A., responded very gracefully, and short 
speeches were also made by Messrs. Poole, Fletch- 
er, Nolan, and Cheney. 

Returning to the city, the members proceeded 
at once to Pioneers’ Hall, and the first session of 
the convention was called to order very shortly 
after 3 o'clock, the appointed hour. The session 
was devoted to organization, reports of officers, 
etc., the formal opening with the president’s ad- 
dress being deferred to Tuesday afternoon. W. 
I. Fletcher was appointed acting secretary, D. 
V. R. Johnston and Fred. P. Hild, assistant secre- 
taries pro tem., and Miss Van Zandt, acting treas- 
urer. 

Mr. C: A. Cutter reported for the Co-operation 
Committee, mentioning several new devices that 
had come to the notice of the committee. 

The report of the committee appointed last 
year to secure an endowment fund for the Asso- 
ciation was sent in by Mr. E. C. Hovey, of 
Boston, none of the committee being present. 
The report showed that of $7000 promised by 
representatives of different States last year only 
$3215 has been collected, and the committee ex- 
pressed themselves as being quite discouraged in 
the effort to secure the intended $10,000. Of 
the amount thus far paid in $2000 was collected 
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by Mr. Hovey himself. After the reading of the 
report, remarks were made by Dr. W. F. Poole 


and others, showing that considerable additions | 


to the fund are in sight, and putting a much 
more encouraging aspect upon the matter. 

Mr. R: R. Bowker presented the majority report 
from the Committee on Public Documents, which 
took a hopeful view of the present situation, 
showing that the committee of Congress appointec 
to report upon this matter are giving it care- 
ful attention and are likely to report greatly- 
improved methods of arranging and distributing 
these documents. A minority report signed by 
one member of the committee, Mr. Dunn, State 
Librarian of Indiana, took a different view of the 
situation, based mainly on the idea that there is 
no sympathy at Washington with the needs of 
the libraries and no hope of improvement. 

Mr. Bowker also made an interesting state- 
ment of the plans for the cataloging of U.S. 
and State documents and of the publications of 
literary, scientific and other societies in the forth- 
coming “American Catalogue”’ for 1884-90. 

Miss Hewins, for the Committee on Gifts and 
Bequests, reported over $1,400,000 as having 
been given to public libraries or for their estab- 
lishment the past year—the gift of Mr. Sutro, of 
California, being one of the most notable. 

In the evening a brilliant reception to the As- 
sociation was given by the people of the city, 
through the local reception committee, in the par- 
lors of the Palace Hotel. In the absence, on 
account of illness, of Gen. W. H. L. Barnes, who 
was to have made an address of welcome, Mr. 
J. Vance Cheney, librarian of the Free Public 
Library, welcomed the visitors, and Rev. Mr. 
Wendte, of Oakland, made a felicitous speech, 
which was neatly responded to by President Green 
for the Association. Mr. Cheney also read 
some well-turned verses called “ The Librarian's 
Dream.” 

SECOND DAY. 

Tuesday forenoon was occupied with a steam- 
boat excursion around the bay. The morning 
was cloudy with some fog, so that the views of 


the beautiful scenery along the shore were not as | 


clear and fine as is often the case. Enough, how 
ever, of the scenery was visible to show the 
beauty as well as extent of this land-locked 
sea within the Golden Gate. An excellent lunch 
was served on the boat, so that on their return to 
the city the party were ready in a few moments 
for the afternoon session, which was called to 
order soon after two o'clock. At the request of 


the President, Mr. Bowker first presented a a former resident of Stockton, 
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minute ot his scheme for a general catalog of 
American literature of the roth century, and ulti- 
mately of that to the 17th and 18th. Much in- 


| terest was shown in this matter, and hearty ap- 


proval of it was expressed by Mr. Cutter and Dr. 
Poole, the latter, however, indulging in criticism 


| of some features which he called the ‘* booksell- 


ers’”’ features of the American Catalogue. In re- 
ply to this Mr. Bowker presented the fact that 
except on the commercial basis which dictated 
these features no such catalogue could yet have 
been published. 

The President's annual address was then given 
by Dr. S. S. Green, of Worcester. The address 
was a general view of the public library move- 
ment, dwelling especially on the methods by 
which libraries are and may be made most useful 


| to the community at large. 


D. V. R. Johnston, of Albany, N. Y., read a 
comprehensive paper on binding and binderies in 
libraries. He showed that unless a library has 
over $3000 of binding annually it cannot profita- 


| bly run a bindery of its own. Mr. Cutter, of the 


Boston Atheneum, and Dr. Linderfelt, of Mil- 
waukee, reported their successful experience with 
library binderies, which nevertheless in the main 
supported Mr. Johnston’s conclusion, 

The Committee on the Library School re- 
ported through Frank P. Hill, whose paper, read 
by Dr. Wire, gave a very full and appreciative 
review of the work of the school. W., I. Fletcher 
gave a brief statement of the work of the class in 
library economy conducted by him in connection 
with the Amherst Summer School, and also spoke 
of the classes in cataloging held at the Pratt In- 
stitute in Brooklyn during the past year. 

The evening session took the form of a public 
meeting, at which there was a fair attendance of 
interested residents of the city in addition to the 
members of the Association, The subject an- 
nounced for discussion was the value of libraries 
to communities and the importance of providing 


them with proper buildings and facilities. The 


speakers were Dr. W. F. Poole, W. I. Fletcher, 
and President S. S. Green. Remarks were also 
made by J. C. Rowell, librarian of the Uni- 
versity of California, who reported that a gift of 


$200,000 had lately been made to the public li- 
| brary of Portland, Oregon, the largest single gift 


yet made to any library on the Pacific coast. Mr. 
Clowdesly, librarian of the public library of 
Stockton, called attention to the recent gift of 
$75,000 to that library for the erection of a build- 
ing, by Wm. P. Heazleton, of Tarrytown, N. Y., 
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THIRD DAY. 

At 9 o’clock on Wednesday morning two sec- 

tion meetings were held—those of State librari- 
ans and of Trustees. In each section the attend- 
ance was very small, owing to the distance from 
the Eastern centres of population. F. H. Wal- 
lis, of Sacramento, chairman of the executive 
committee of State librarians, reported that prog- 
ress had been made in the matters taken in 
hand by that section, and expressed the hope 
that it would not be long before there would be a 
free and equable distribution of the public docu- 
ments of the different States, as well as of those 
of the general government. The Trustees’ Section 
was adjourned for a year without action, In 
his connection communications were reported 
from E. C. Hovey, of Boston, adding $1000 to 
the endowment fund, and from Norman Will- 
iams, of Chicago, adding $600. 

Cc. C. Soule, of Boston, then read an excel- 
lent paper on “ Points of Agreement on Library 
Architecture.” He showed that for all the disa- 
greements between librarians on this subject, 


there is substantiz.l agreement as to most essen- | 


tial points, such as need of abundant daylight, 
accessibility of books, convenience of work- 
rooms, and general adaptation to the practical 
uses of a library. These vary indifferent places, 
but there is general agreement as to essential 
features. 

Dr. Poole followed in remarks approving Mr. 
Soule’s paper, and attacking in strong terms those 
styles of library architecture which are purely 
conventional, and those which involve absence 
of daylight, great heat in upper galleries, and 
the use of many stairs. Several others spoke to 
the same effect, Mr. Cutter, of the Boston 
Athenzuum, drawing from his own experience 
many points showing ‘* how not to do it.” 

Dr. Linderfelt reported the experience of the 
Milwaukee public library in selecting plans for 
their proposed building, which is to cost about 
$500,000, An extended trip through the coun- 
try on Mr. Linderfelt’s part had resulted in the 
conviction that there is no library building yet 
erected which they would accept as a model. 
But the directors of his library have come to the 
conclusion to introduce a stack on the general 
plan of that now erecting for the library of Con- 
gress at Washington, the details of which Dr. 
Linderfelt presented, saying that it is by far the 
best yet planned. The shelves are made of small 
rolled-steel bars, framed together and hung in 
open-work cast-iron uprights. It is estimated 
that the expense of the stack (not including the 


walls, roof, and fixtures) will be about $1 per 

running foot of shelving, of which one-fourth is 
| chargeable to the shelves themselves. The re- 
sult of this experiment in fire-proof shelving will 
be watched for with great interest. 
Wednesday afternoon was devoted to a visit to 
| the Leland Stanford University at Palo Alto, and 
a reception given in regal style by Governor and 
| Mrs. Stanford. 

The evening session was mainly devoted to the 
subject of Libraries and schools, Pres. Green 
opening with a general review of the subject. 
The discussion made it apparent that progress is 
being made in many places in the work of making 
libraries and schools co-operate for the literary 
training of the young. 

** The best library legislation” was the subject 
of a paper read in abstract by W. I. Fletcher. 
He claimed to show that the best library laws are 
those that give towns and cities power to levy 
taxes for the purpose of establishing and main- 
taining public libraries without limiting the 
amount, and that provide for a board of trustees 
so constituted as to avoid, on one hand, the 
political interference and, on the other, the mak- 
ing of a close corporation in which the people 
have no voice. The Illinois law of 1872 has 
been widely accepted as the best model of a law 
to secure these ends. The new legislation of 
Massachusetts and New York, providing for 
State assistance in the formation of public libraries, 
was mentioned as after all the best legislation yet 
reached, but Mr. Fletcher claimed that after all 
the ideal legislation on this subject would be that 
which made it obligatory on towns to maintain 
public libraries, just as all our states require 
such support of public schools, 


FOURTH DAY. 


Thursday morning the Publishing section held 
its meeting. The Treasurer's report showed a 
balance in the treasury of $276. 19. 

The officers for the past year were re-elected : 
W. I. Fletcher, President; W. C. Lane, Secre- 
tary and Treasurer; and the above with C. A. 
Cutter, Melvil Dewey, and C. C. Soule, Execu- 
tive Board. Specimen pages of the Index to 
General Literature were shown, and it was stated 
that the work is now actually in the press. 

The regular session was opened with a care- 
fully drawn report by G. M. Jones, Librarian of 
the public library of Salem, Mass., on the dissem- 
ination of contagious diseases by library books. 
The report showed that though there are few, if 
any, authenticated cases of such dissemination, 
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many libraries take special precautions against it, 
and leading medical men agree that they should 
not be disregarded. 

The next question discussed was that of access 
to the shelves by users of libraries, on which 
subject papers were read from Libarians Put- 
nam, of Minneapolis, and Brett, of Cleveland ; 
and remarks were made by others, all taking 


strong ground in favor of giving free access to 
at least some portions of the library. This pol- | 


icy is advocated on the ground that only by being 
brought into immediate contact and familiarity 
with books on the shelves can people derive the 
greatest benefit from the library. A system of 
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los the establishment of State library associa- 


tions, of which about ten have been organized. 
He urged that the librarians on the Pacific coast 
would do well to mantain such a local associa 
tion. A statistical paper by Miss Green was 
summarized by Mr. Cutter. H. M. Utley, libra- 
rian of the Detroit public library, gave an ac- 
count of the way in which his library of 60,000 
volumes were reclassified and renumbered with- 
out interfering with its constant use, class-num- 
bers being pencilled on title-pages and the books 


| removed class by class to their new location, 


forms and catalogs interposed between the books | 


and the readers may well check and hinder rather 
than encourage a nascent love of reading. Such 
views seem to be gaining ground among the li- 


braries, and a marked change of policy in this di- | 


rection seems impending. 

J. C. Rowell, Librarian of the State Univer- 
sity at Berkeley, exhibited an interesting pam- 
phlet which he called a “ prehistoric Poole,” being 
a sort of periodical and essay index made for the 
Brothers in Unity society library at Yale College 
in 1847 by John Edmands, now librarian of the 
Philadelphia Mercantile Library. Although Dr. 
Poole became librarian of the same society a 
year later, he never knew of the existence of this 
brief list, but soon after commenced the prepara- 
tion of his renowned index. 

A brief report on the proposed exhibition of 
the A. L. A. at the Chicago exhibition in 1893 
was presented, and the whole matter was con- 
tinued in the hands of the same committee. 


The afternoon of Thursday was occupied in a | 
visit to the University at Berkeley and a delight- | 


ful reception by the people of Oakland in the 
rooms of the “‘ Starr King Fraternity,” connected 
with the Unitarian church in Oakland. The As- 
sociation was given a bountiful repast in the same 
rooms, and the evening session of the conference 
was held in the church adjoining. 

The session commenced with a paper by W. 
E. Foster, librarian of the Providence public li- 
brary, read by Mr. Beckwith, of Providence, on 
the public support of public libraries, exhibiting 
the advantages accruing to the community from 
the library, which may be given as practical rea- 
sons for public support. 

An interesting report by Miss M. S. Cutler, on 


her visit to European libraries, was read by Miss 
Louise Cutler. 

Mr. C. A. Cutter, of the Boston Athenaum, 
gave an account of the progress of the movement 


FIFTH DAY, 


The last session of the conference was held 
Friday forenoon, On invitation of the trustees 
of the three leading libraries of Chicago it was 
voted that the annual meeting for 1893 be held in 
that city. It was also voted that in 1892 the 
meeting be held in Washington and Baltimore, 
preferably in May. Mr. Bowker reported on be- 
half of the special committee on public docu- 
ments, presenting several resolutions which were 
adopted; one approving the general plan of the 
weekly list of copyrighted publications, but 
recommending that its issue be transferred from 
the Treasury department to the Library of Con- 
gress, and that its bibliographical form be im- 
proved; others looking toarevision of the whole 
matter of the distribution of the public docu- 
ments to designated depositories, recommending 
that the proposed indexing of public documents 
be not done until a proper plan has been devised 
for making the index in the best manner, and 
suggesting other improvements in the publica 
tion and issue of these documents 

J. V. Cheney, librarian of the San Francisco 
public library, read a note to the conference re- 
lating to an invention of his assistant, Mr. Ru- 


| dolph, for which he claimed that it would revo- 


lutionize cataloging, doing away with the card 
catalog and with pen work for the most part, and 
saving perhaps three-fourths of the labor now 
employed. Mr. Fletcher, who has been permit- 
ted to see the new device, was called upon, and 
said that in his judgment no more had been 
claimed for it than was warrantable, althcugh he 
would not predict that the claims would certain- 
ly be justified by the event. Patents are pend- 
ing on the device, which forbids its being made 
public at this time. 

Several papers for which there was not time 
were read by title and ordered printed with the 
proceedings. Resolutions of thanks to the hosts 
of the Association and others suitable to the oc - 
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casion were passed, and the following were 
elected as officers of the Association for the en- 
suing year: W.I.F. 
LIST OF OFFICERS, I8gI-92. 
President—K. A. Linderfelt, Librarian Public 
Library, Milwaukee, Wis. 


Vice-Presidents— W: 1. Fletcher, Librarian | 


Amherst College; L. H. Steiner, Librarian 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore; C: C. 
Soule, Trustee Free Public Library, Brookline, 
Mass.; J: C. Rowell, Librarian University of 
California ; Miss C. M. Hewins, Librarian Hart- 
ford Library, Hartford, Conn. 

Secretary — Frank P. Hill, Public Librarian, 
Newark, N. J. 

Asst. Secretaries, General — W: E: Parker, 
Treas. Library Bureau, Boston, Mass.; Mary S. 
Cutler, Vice-Director Library School, Albany, 
N.Y. Zvravel—H. E. Davidson, Sec. Library 
Bureau, Boston, Mass.; Fred’k H. Hild, Libra- 
rian Public Library, Chicago, Ill. Recording — 
Prof. G. T. Little, Librarian Bowdoin College. 

Treasurer — H: J. Carr, Librarian Albright Li- 
brary, Scranton, Pa. 

Also the usual committees. 

The evening was devoted to the banquet given 
the guests at the Palace Hotel, under the manage- 
ment of Horace Wilson, who constituted the 
banquet committee. The long tables, which 


seated 145 guests, were loaded with flowers. | 
Masses of flowers and heavy festoons of roses | 
adorned appropriate places here and there, and | 
tall palms and potted plants were about the walls | 


and corners. Among the invited guests were 


Mayor Sanderson and many other prominent men 


of the city and women well known in social circles. 


The ménu cards bore upon one side a fac-simile of | 


the cover of the LipRARY JOURNAL, and the 
“contents” were the many items of the feast. 
The banquet was in every particular an elegant 
and elaborate one. At 11 o'clock F: J. Symmes, 
the master of ceremonies, opened speech-mak- 
ing with a few felicitous and well received re- 
marks. President S. S. Green, who was re- 
markably successful in his speeches in behalf 
of the Association, followed in a brief speech, 
which was much applauded. Toasts were re- 
sponded to by K. A. Linderfeldt, Dr. Nolan of 
Philadelphia, Irving M. Scott of San Francisco, 
Martin Kellogg, President of the University of 
California, and R. R. Bowker. 

On Saturday morning a large party took the 
train for Santa Cruz and Monterey, where they 
remained until Monday, when they returned to 
San Francisco, On Monday evening the mem- 
bers and their friends started for home, 
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| Library Association, United tiingdom. 
| FOURTEENTH ANNUAL 

| THe fourteenth annual meeting of the mem- 
| bers of the Association was opened at Notting- 
| ham on Wednesday, the 16th of September, by 
| the President, Mr. Robert Harrison, of the Lon- 
don Library. On the previous evening the May- 
or and the Local Committee held a reception at 
the Castle Art Museum. There was an exhibi- 
tion of art bookbindings, classical antiquities and 
pictures. 

The President’s address on Wednesday morn- 
ing was rather historical than anything else. 
The first meeting on the subject of the confer- 
ence of 1877 was held ina room of the London 
Library, and at the close of the conference Mr. 
Harrison was the mover of the resolution which 
constituted the Association. He gave a brief 
biographical sketch of the librarians now de- 
ceased who took part in the movement from the 
beginning, and not unnaturally introduced aslight 
memoir of the London Library and some of its 
most celebrated members. Dwelling on the la- 
borious nature of the librarian’s duties, he passed 
on to the question of remuneration, and referred 
to a paper on salaries which he delivered at Ox- 
ford in 1878. A word or two on library legisla- 
tion followed, and under the head of ‘‘ Bibliog- 
raphy ’ the speaker referred to the literary dis- 
coveries made in Egypt by Mr. Flinders Petrie 
and others, to acquisitions by the British Mu- 
seum, and to the recent exhibitions of bindings at 
the Fine-Arts Club. 

The report of the Council of the Association 
contains gratifying statements with regard to the 
finances and the general progress of the Associa- 
tion. 


From the Des Moines Leader. 

LAstT year the Iowa Library Association made 
its appearance as a new member of the great 
| body of associations organized for advancement 
| and mutual self-help. Those attending the first 
| meeting were few in number but strong in enthu- 
| siasm and the determination to arouse, if possi- 
ble, a wider interest in the work of libraries, and 
| to make every effort to bring the great State of 
| Iowa up to the high standard of some of her sis- 
ter States in the matter of libraries. The meet- 
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ing Monday in the Supreme Court-room certainly 
was strong evidence that the intervening time 
has not been spent in idleness. Promptly at 10 
o'clock the meeting was called to order by the 
President, Mrs. Mary Miller, the State Librarian. 
| Mrs. Miller’s remarks were brief, but gracefully 
delivered and gave hearty welcome to those who 
had come from various sections of the State in 
the interest of their chosen work. As President 
of the Society Mrs. Miller has not only performed 
the usual duties of the office, but has collected, 
after considerable trouble, a table of library statis- 
tics that is of great value. 
“‘Library Associations East and West ” was 


the subject treated by Mrs. Ada North, librarian 
of the State University, at present the Secretary 


» 


ee State Librarn Associations. 
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of the Society and the one who is recognized as 
the prime mover in the work of organizing this 
State Association of Librarians. Speaking of 
the object of the State Library Society, Mrs. 
North said: ‘‘ At this early stage in the life of 
the close of the Iowa Library Society the ques- 
tion will frequently arise: ‘ What is the need 
of such an organization, and whatcan itdo?’ It 
would be a sufficient answer to many to say sim- 
ply in reply: ‘ This organization meets the 
same wants in the interest of libraries that other 
associations do for other professions.’ The li- 
brarian more than any other professional man 
has need of association because he generally 
works alone, the only person of his profession in 
the community. There were no schools to train 
him for his duties, no libraries in the next street 
with which to compare his own, and his only 
means of learning how to manage his own library 
was to take long journeys at his own expense to 
other cities having libraries which he might ex- 
amine or to write letters to other librarians on 
other points that puzzled him.”” Then followed 
a history of the library societies in different States, 
in which the lowa Society ranks as third in re- 
gard to time of formation. 

The next subject taken up was: ‘“‘ How can 
a greater interest be awakened in public libra- 
ries ?” Captain Johnson, of Fort Dodge, leading 
in the discussion. Captain Johnson spoke of the 
rapid strides being made at present in the growth 
of library work, and pointed out the need of 
more free public libraries in lowa, Every town 
should have one. In no way can money be more 
munificently and wisely spent than for free pub- 
lic libraries, 

Miss Smith, of Burlington, followed Captain 
Johnson, and gave as certain essentials to the 
attractiveness of a free public library a good 
building, a pleasant reading-room, plenty of 
tables, a full reference department, and a pleas- 
ant librarian. The librarian should supply books 
that people want rather than those he thinks 
best. The habit of reading once formed, the line 
of reading can be directed. Miss Smith thought 
that every free public library should co-operate 
with the public schools. Being a librarian of 
experience and a bright, spirited talker, Miss 
Smith did much towards inciting discussion and 
making it interesting. 

Miss Babb, of Indianola, presented to the So- 
ciety an earnest, practical paper on ‘‘ Catalogues, 
classification, access to books, etc.” 

Hon. B. F. Gue being invited to speak ex- 
pressed himself as pleased with the growing ten- 
dency to give the librarian the same rank as 
members of other learned professions. The li- 
brarian’s range of knowledge must be practically 
unlimited in order to meet the demands made 
upon him. 

The speaker paid a high tribute to the late 
Lyman C, Draper, of Wisconsin, the great libra- 
rian of the West and a noted collector of histori- 
cal works. 

In pursuance of a motion to that effect, acom- 
mittee was appointed to draft resolutions of 
regret at the passing away of the able and well- 
known librarian. 

A committee on the nomination of officers was 
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appointed, consisting of Miss Babb, Mrs. Daven- 
port, Mr. Aldrich, and Mr. Warren, and an ad- 
journment was taken until 1.30 p.m. 

At the beginning of the afternoon session 
regrets were read from Prof. Sylvester Williams 
of Cornell College, Mrs. Morse, of this city, and 
Miss Ida Twining, of Mt. Pleasant. Mr. Lathrop 
gave a brief description of the State Historical 
Society at Iowa City, and was followed by Miss 
Crawford, of Ames, who began the reading of a 
most interesting paper describing a tour of the 
Iowa libraries. But Judge Beck being present 
and being compelled to leave in a few minutes, 
the reading of the paper was suspended and 
Judge Beck was given the floor. Having been 
a member of the Board of Trustees of the State 
Library for many years, the Judge's remarks were 
doubly valuable. He expressed his great pleas- 


| ure in its growth and ever-increasing usefulness. 


He especially recommended that books which are 
not common be added to the State Library, 
books that are not found in smaller localities. 

The Society then took a short recess, and on 
invitation of Governor Bois the members were 
given an informal reception in the executive par 
lors. 

The subject of library legislation came up be 
fore the Society when it convened, and Senator 
Gatch and Colonel Dudley spoke in favor of 
some changes in the present taxation law. The 
subject elicited a spirited discussion, but conclud- 
ing further information on the subject necessary, 
a committee, consisting of Mr. Parvin, Mrs 
Forth, and Colonel Dudley, was appointed to col- 
lect statistics on this subject and present them to 
the Society at its next meeting. 

A resolution, presented by Mr. Chas. Aldrich, 
providing that every library of the Society make 
as much use as possible of the local press, was 
adopted. According to another resolution Capt. 
Johnson was appointed a committee to oversee 
the publishing of a librarian’s column in certain 
leading State papers. He will be assisted by 
Miss Ella McLoney, of Des Moines. 

The next business before the Society was to 
provide for the sending of a delegate to the Na- 
tional Association at San Francisco, and the 
choice fell upon Mrs. Miller. 

Miss Crawford then resumed the reading of 
her paper, and mentioned as especially worthy of 
note the libraries at Des Moines, the State Uni- 
versity, Mount Vernon, Burlington, and Keokuk, 
and gave pleasing mention of various others 
throughout the State. 

The committee on the nomination of officers 
being ready to report, Mrs. Davenport placed in 
nomination all the officers of the year just past. 
The report was adopted and the officers of the 
Society are as follows: Mrs. S. Mary Miller, 
President ; Captain W. H. Johnson, Vice-Presi 
dent; Mrs. Ada North, Secretary ; Miss C. M. 
Smith, Treasurer. Just before adjournment Miss 
Ella McLoney extended an invitation to all pres- 
ent to visit the City Library, of which she now 
has charge. A motion was carried thanking the 
Supreme Judges for their courtesy in opening 
their consultation rooms to the Society, 

The following members were present: Mr. 
Charles Aldrich, Webster City ; Miss Hannah 
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Babb, Indianola ; Miss M. Cassiday, Winterset ; 
Miss E. Crawford, Ames ; Mrs. Elizabeth Comi- 
gore, Lafayette, Ind.; Mrs. Davenport, Council 
Bluffs ; Mrs. Ada North, Iowa City ; Hon, T. S. 
Parvin, Cedar Rapids ; Mr. Lathrop, Iowa City ; 
W. H. Johnson, Fort Dodge; Mrs. S. B. Russell, | 
Sioux City ; Miss Clara H. Smith, Burlington ; 
Miss Fannie Thomas, Ames; Mr. E. T. Warren, | 
Toledo; Mrs. Sarah Welch, Keokuk; Mrs. Mary 
H. Miller, Miss Sarah Welch, Miss Ida Wetmore, 
Mics Gertie Winterrowd, and Miss Ella McDeney, 
Des Moines. 

Among the visitors were Hon. B. F. Gue, 
Judge J. M. Beck, Miss Sue Lombard, Judge 
Granger, Miss Ida Street, Col. Gatch, Col. C. A. 
Dudley, Mrs. J. A. Ankeny, and many others. 

The Trustees of the libraries at Sioux City, 
Council Bluffs, and Keokuk sent their librarians | 
to the convention, paying all expenses. 


MASSACHUSETTS LIBRARY CLUB. 

Tue fifth meeting of the Massachusetts Library 
Club was held at Salem, Mass., Thursday, Sept. 
24, 1891. The members met at the Public Li- 
brary at 10 A.M. After an investigation of the 
building and methods of administration, teams 
were taken for a drive about the city, visiting the 
principal points of interest, including the Law 
Library, Turner House, Peabody Academy, and 
Essex Institute. After lunch, which was served 
in Plummer Hall at 10 o'clock, the members 
gathered in the library-room of the Salem Ath- 
enxum., 

After a few preliminary remarks expressing 
the indebtedness of the Club to the Salem libra 
ries for their kind reception, the President called 
the meeting to order at 2:15. About 100 persons 
were present. 

The Treasurer's report was referred to Mr. C. | 
C. Soule as auditor. 

Voted — That a nominating committee of three 
be appointed by the President. The President 
appointed Mr. J. D. Parsons, Mr. R. S. Morison, 
and Miss H. E. Green. 

Harvard crimson was adopted for “ state color,” 
and the Treasurer was instructed to provide rib- | 
bons for those attending the A. L. A. conference. | 

Mr. Soule reported that the Treasurer's report | 
was correct, and it was accepted and ordered 
placed on file. 

TREASURER’S REPORT. 


W. /. Fletcher, Treas., in account with the Mass. Li- 
brary Cind. 


Statement for the year 1890-91. 
DR. 


To 147 annual fees at so cts ewe, FT 
» for 1891-92...... 1 so 
** contribution from J. H. Burdakim cos 16 
$80 16 
eR, 
By stationery and expenses of meetings. 41 of 


Ro 14 


The nominating committee reported the fol- 
lowing list of officers for the ensuing year: 

Mr. Wm. C. Lane, Harvard Univ. Library, 
President ; Dr. Wm. Rice, City Library Assoc., 
Springfield, Vice-President ; Mr. J.C. Houghton, 
Lynn Public Library, Vice-President ; Miss E. P. | 
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Thurston, Newton Public Library, Secretary ; 
Miss M. E. Sargent, Medford Public Library, 
Treasurer. 

The report was accepted and the Secretary in- 
structed to cast one ballot in favor of the above 
names, and they were declared elected. 

Voted — That the retiring officers be requested 
to serve through this meeting. 

In the absence of the Treasurer, Miss M. E. 
Sargent was chosen Treasurer pro tem. 

The President briefly summarized the history 
of the Club and then introduced the speaker, Mr. 
Wm. A. Mowry, Supt. of Schools, Salem, who 
delivered an address on ‘* The public library and 
the schools.” * 

In answer to inquiry from Mr. Green, Mr. 


| Mowry cited instances of improvement in reading 


of young people, and spoke of Mr. Foster’s work 
in Providence. 

Miss A. L. Hayward, of Cambridge, advocated 
having at least one member of school committee 
on board of trustees. This has worked well at 


| Cambridge. Pupils have been examined in re- 


gard to their experience of the value of the spe- 
cial facilities granted schools. Many have testi- 
fied to the great benefit they have derived from it. 

Mr. C: A, Cutter cited the report of the Leeds, 
England, Free Public Libraries, in reference to 
schoo! libraries lately introduced there. 

Mr. G. M. Jones, of Salem, gave some figures 
as to circulation of popular authors, also an ex- 
ample of improvement in reading, where a poor 
boy began with Alger, then passing to the ‘* war 


| books,” autobiography of Mrs. Stowe, and short- 


hand. 

Mr. Mowry spoke of two plans which he 
adopted while teaching in Providence. The first 
was to ask the pupils without warning what was 
the last book which they had read ; the other to 


| make out a list of twenty-five books and ask how 


many had read each book. When he found his 
own son reading one of Optic’s poorer books, he 


| looked it through himself and then went into 
| school, and after giving a summary of the story 
| said to the boys: “ Is that the kind of stuff you 


like to read ?” 
Mr. J. W. Upton, of Peabody, thought that if 


| the teachers did their duty there would be no 


trouble with the librarian. The teacher should 


know what books to recommend. Thinks the 
LIBRARY JOURNAL should contain more articles 
suited for the smaller libraries. 

Miss M. A. Jenkins, of the Jamaica Plain 
branch, invites teachers to come to the library to 
examine books for themselves, and meets with 
great success. 

Mr. S. F. Whitney, of Watertown, has difficulty 


| in getting teachers to make proper use of the li- 
| brary. Cited case of a boy who progressed from 
| pirate stories to the best literature. Spoke of the 
| mechanical difficulty which some uneducated 


persons find in reading, being obliged to spell 
out the words. Such persons often prefer the 
lighter reading, such as Mrs. Southworth. 
Thinks it well to supply a limited amount of 
such books to meet such cases. 

Mr. Cutter defended the LipRARY JOURNAL 


| against Mr. Upton’s criticism. It was always 


(* Printed in this issue. — £as. L. J.) 


October, 


ready to print articles suited for the smaller li- 
braries and invited more of this character. A 
special object of the Massachusetts Library Club 
is to meet the needs of smaller libraries. 

Mr. F. H. Hedge, of Lawrence, spoke of diffi- 


culties of co-operation with schools, although | 


many teachers and pupils use his reference-room. 

Miss E. P. Thurston, of Newton, thinks the 
librarian must do four-fifths of the work. Lists 
are not of much use. Does not always send 
books asked for by the teachers. Requests them 
to specify subjects rather than to ask for special 


books. Has visited nearly every school in the city | 


and generally finds the teachers interested. 


Miss E. D. Fuller thought that the children in | 


the higher schools should study the bibliography 
of the subjects of their studies. 

Mr. Whitney modified his statement by saying 
that the high school is an exception to the lack 


of interest in the library. When requested by | 


high-school teachers, some books are made refer- 
ence for a short period. 

Miss Alice G. White, of Quincy, stated that 
they printed lists of children’s reading in 1881, 
and expect to print a revised edition soon, 
Teachers in the high and grammar schools are 
each allowed to take ten volumes for use of the 
children. A slip is pasted at the back of each 
book, on which teachers are requested to enter 
names of pupils reading the book. In this manner 
statistics of actual use are obtained, Finds diffi- 
culty, however, in getting teachers to attend to 


this. Teachers are allowed to go to the shelves | 


to select books. 
Mr. Cutter thought that this whole subject of 
children’s reading should be included in the edu- 


cation of teachers, either at the Normal School or | 


elsewhere. 

Mr. S. S. Green, of Worcester, said it is the 
librarian’s duty to select books. Spoke of vari- 
ous features of his work at Worcester, specially 
of the picture gallery. [See L. J. 16: 143.] It is 
well to establish friendly relations with the 


‘superintendent of schools and school committee, 


as well as with the teachers. 
Adjourned at 4:30. 
GARDNER M. JONES, Secretary. 


Librarn Economy and fistorp. 


LOCAL. 


Baltimore, Md, Johns Hopkins Univ. L. Col. J. 
Thomas Scharf, author of the ‘* History of Mary- 
land,” under date of September 12, has addressed 
a communication to President D. C. Gilman and 
the Board of Trustees, saying that the reasons 
which induced him to present to the Johns Hop- 
kins University his collection of manuscripts, 
pamphlets, autographs, curios, and other histor- 
ical material on the gth of April, 1891, has in- 
duced Mr. Robert Garrett to present through him 
to the University his library of valuable Ameri- 
cana. 

Mr. Garrett's collection includes many works 
on early American history, all valuable and rare. 
In presenting his library of American history to 
the Johns Hopkins University Mr. Garrett says 
in his letter to Mr. Scharf that he believes the 
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| historical department of the Johns Hopkins Uni- 
| versity will soon be regarded as one of the centres 
| of historical work in this country, and he desires 
to add his mite in promoting an end which both 
gentlemen have much at heart. 

With the view of further carrying out his de- 
signs Col. Scharf gives at the present time to the 
‘J. Thomas Scharf Historical Collection” sev- 
eral thousand additional autographs, broadsides 

and miscellanies, relating chiefly to the history of 
| Maryland and the Southern States. 

This contribution is soon to be followed by a 
large collection of books. The gifts of Mr. Gar- 
rett and Col. Scharf will doubtless be added to 
the Scharf Library, which is being classified and 
prepared for the use of students at the opening of 
, the university in October. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Butte (Mont.), The Temperance Union organ- 
ized by Francis Murphy before his departure is 
about to establish a free reading-room. The Ex- 
| ecutive Committee has rented the basement of 

the Lewisohn building for this purpose, and if 

sufficient support is met with inthe community it 

will be continued as a permanent institution. It 
| is hoped to soon put the institution on a self- 

supporting basis, or nearly so, and this can be 

done if the south end of the building can be sub- 

let for a reasonable rate. But that al! possible 

expenses may be provided for, the committee de- 
| sired to raise a guaranty fund of $s00 at the be- 
| ginning, as a large proportion of this amount 
will be called for during the months remaining of 
this year, as the actual expenses demand. 


Catskill (N.Y.). According to the will of the 
| late Theodore C. Teale his entire estate will 
eventually revert to the Creighton Leigh Teale 
Library Association of Palenville, an association 
| named in honor of Mr. Teale’s son, who died a 
few years ago. In the will a desire is expressed 
that the location of the library be changed from 
Palenville to Catskill, 


Chicago (//1.). One of the West Divisionschool 
districts will, through the generosity of one of 
Chicago’s best-known citizens and most extensive 
manufacturers, soon be in possession of a finely- 
assorted school library, to cost from $5000 to 
$10,000, and to be maintained at the expense of 
| the donor. 
| The school to be benefited is one in which all 
| the children of the manufacturer were educated. 
| They all graduated from there, It is at the same 
| time the centre of one of the poorest districts of 
| the West Side, where the people are not always 
able to buy books for their children to read. The 
establishment of the library will meet the neces- 
| sities of the case. The gift, it is said, will be 
| followed by others on the part of the wealthy 
manufacturer, who is a firm believer in the com- 
mon schools of America and is especially proud 
of Chicago. 

The selection of the books will be left to a 
committee of the School Board, the principal of 
the West Division High School, and the princi- 
pal of the school where the library is to be lo- 
cated. 


Evanston (/il.) P. lL. At a meeting of the 
Evanston Board of Trustees Sept. 6 the contract 
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for the erection of the new village hall was let. 
The entire cost of the proposed building wili 
probably be $38,000. However, the $30,000 ap- 
propriation will erect the building and inclose it, 
and it will be completed with next year’s appro- 
priation. The structure will have a 50-foot front 
on Davis Street and 150 foot front on Sherman 
Avenue ; will be constructed of Roman pressed 
brick and Bedford stone, adorned with two watch- 
towers on the north and south corners of the 
Sherman Avenue front. 
supply the village with offices for the Commis- 
sioner of Public Works and Village Clerk on the 
Davis Street front; quarters for the police and 
fire departments, over which will be dormitories 
for the firemen. 

The entire Davis Street front second story will 
be occupied by the Free Public Library. 

Harlem(N. Y.) L. The West Side Democratic 
Club held a largely attended meeting Sept. 3 at 
its club-house. The question of the Harlem Li- 
brary was discussed at length. The result of the 
deliberations were the following resolutions 
offered by President Thomas P. Kingston, 
which were passed : 

**WHereas, It is found that the Harlem Li- 
brary, originally intended for the benefit of the 
citizens of this section of the city, has become an 
acquisition of a private syndicate ; and 

‘*WuHeEREAS, The usefulness of a free library is 
most apparent as one of the means by which our 
youth and citizens of more mature age may ac- 
quire such knowledge of the history of the coun- 
try and of current events as may enable them 
the better to exercise intelligence in their use of 
the great boon of universal suffrage ; therefore 
be it 

“ Resolved, That the West Side Democratic Club, 
deprecating the action of the present Trustees in 
maintaining as a close corporation what should 
be a great public institution, will demand from 
its candidate for the next Legislature that he shall 
use his best efforts to obtain the passage of a bill 
which shall restore to the people of Harlem the 
rights of which they are now deprived.” 

Jersey City (N. J.) F.L. The library has given 
such satisfaction that the trustees on October I 
established 7 branch offices where the tickets will 
be collected in the morning and the books deliv- 
ered in the afternoon of each day. 

"arkersburg (W. Va.) L. The library opened 
to the public Sept. 13. It so far embraces about 
1000 volumes, and will be open a few hours on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. The sub- 
scription fee is $2, payable quarterly in advance. 
For stockholders the fee is $1. 

Paterson (N. J.) F. P. L. (6th rpt.) Added 
1325; total 13,843; issued 94,037 (fiction 77 ¢, 
which is 3 ¢ less than in 1889). Two assistants 
have been chosen by competitive examinations, 
and the librarian, Mr. G. F, Winchester, is pleased 
with the result. 

The report contains a historical sketch of the 
library and a description of the Danforth library 
building. 

Perrysburg (O.) Way L. On Sept. g occurred 
the laying of the corner-stone of the library build- 
ing being erected under the direction of Messrs. 


The intention is to | 


Asher Cook and D. K. Hollenbeck, the two re- 
maining executors of the Way estate. 

It is of red brick, with brownstone trimmings, 
and is a building of which the citizens of the 
town are justly proud. 

The public library is a gift from W. V. Way to 
the citizens. 


Philadelphia (Pa.) Univ. of Pa. L. What is 
in many respects the finest collection of Amer- 
ican public documents and records ever made will 
form the working library of the new School of 
American History at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, which opens on Oct. 1st. Professor J. B. 
McMaster and Francis N. Thorpe have been en- 
gaged for more than § years in getting it together, 
and it represents a great deal of money. There 
are about 2400 volumes in all, and the library has 
5 main divisions. The largest of these has about 
1000 volumes, and contains the laws of the States 
and Territories, from 1776 down to the present 
day. This collection is the completest thing of 
its kind in existence, and, taken with the Tower 
Library of Colonial Laws, owned by the Pennsyl- 
vania Historical Society, will make Philadelphia 
more attractive than ever to students, 

The second division is made up of all the Unit- 
ed States Government publications from 1774 to 
date. Many of these were secured with great dif- 
ficulty, but the collection now has more than 500 
volumes, and isalmost perfect. Even the collec- 
tion at Washington is not so good. In fact, the 
only library in the world which has a better one, 
according to Professor McMaster, is the British 
Museum. 

Municipal and town ordinances, 300 volumes in 
all, make up the third division. Nothing like this 
has ever been attempted before, but for the work 
to be done in“the School of American History 
these books are essential, as illustrating in the 
best way the growth of American municipal in- 
stitutions from earliest times. 

Above 300 volumes of reports on State Consti- 
tutional Conventions are a most important feat- 
ure of the library. Most of these are regularly 
published, but some are in the shape of news- 
paper reports. The late conventions in the new 
States of North and South Dakota, Montana and 
Washington were reported especially for the 
School of History, both Democratic and Repub- 
lican reporters being employed so as to insure 
accuracy. 

The library is completed by a collection of 
Canadian Government publications, which is said 
to be second only to the one at Ottawa. There 
are about 400 volumes of these, comprising every- 
thing obtainable up to date. Professor McMas- 
ter thinks that the whole library, as it stands, is 
unequalled anywhere, and will make the new 
school a powerful one from the very start. Sev- 
eral new departments will be added to it in the 
near future, however, especially a collection of 
the journals of State Legislatures, which has been 
begun already. With these before him a student 
can trace throughout their entire development 
such questions as liquor legislation, ballot reform 
and other issues of public moment. 


Shelter Island (N. Y.) The loss of the library 
on Shelter Island, destroyed by fire a few weeks 


i 
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ago, is in a fair way to be made good. A meet- | A third leads to the main reading-room. Fur- 


ing was held on the island at which a consider- | 


able sum of money was subscribed towards build- 
ing and equipping a new library, and Miss Lillian 
Horsford donated a piece of land for a site. 

Westchester (N. Y.) When Peter C. Van 
Schaik, of Westchester, died some ten years ago, 
a provision in his will ordered his executors to 
spend $15,000 in the erection of a building and 
to present the building to the town of Westches- 
ter for a public library. 

A piece of land 60 by 100 feet was purchased 
on the main street, facing St. Peter’s Church, and 


nished in light oak and lighted by eight large 
windows, this room runs the entire length of the 


| building, 85 feet, with a breadth of 25 feet. Fold- 


a handsome one-story brick and stucco building | 


was put up. It was Gothic-roofed and the main 


room ran the whole length of the building. The | 


entrance-hall and coat-rooms took up half the 
front width, and the corresponding portion of 


the rear was arranged for the accommodation of | 


books and maps and the other half-hundred 
things that go to complete a well-equipped li- 
brary. 

Then the executors formally presented the 
building to the town trustees, and the trustees as 
formally refused to accept it. Mr. Van Schaik’s 
bequest made no allowance for the maintenance 
ofthe library or for a supply of books, and the 
trustees had no use for an empty building that 
would tax the citizens for its support. The ex- 
ecutors under the will had no power todivert any 
of the money left by Mr. Van Schaik to other 
charities to the use of the library, and so the 
matter stood. The building was there, but no 
one had any use for it. 


ing doors, to be closed only on particular occa- 
sions, divide the room. The space that in front 
is taken up by the correspondence-room and hall 
is devoted in the rear to the book-shelves ; sooo 
books are now on the shelves, and a great many 
more are expected to arrive from Europe within 
the next ten days. On the floor above the book- 
room are the living-rooms of the librarian, the 
Rev. Ebenezah Nisbet, and his family. The 
basement is divided into three compartments. 
A billiard-room, with tables for checkers, 
draughts, and two billiard-tables is immediately 
under the main reading-room. The other apart- 
ments are the furnace-room and the factory that 
furnishes gasoline to the building. Light is sup- 
plied to the billiard-room in the daytime by an 
areaway 10 feet wide around the house. The 
building is to be heated by steam, but each room 


| has a cosey old-fashioned English fireplace big 


enough for the traditional Yule log. 
The cost of the library and its furnishings, 


| without the land that surrounds it, was $50,000. 


Mr. Huntington bears all the expense and has 


| announced his intention of endowing it hand- 


When the building had stood empty and use- | 
less for five years, Mr. Collis P. Huntington | 


offered to buy it from the executors and present 


it, completely equipped and endowed, as a free | 
library to the town. The executors of Mr. Van | 


Schaik, under legal advice, accepted Mr. Hunt- 
ington’s offer,and parted with the property a 
little more than a yearago. The money they re- 
ceived was added toa fund that Mr. Van Schaik had 
left for charitable purposes. Then Mr. Hunting- 
ton got to work. He bought the entire block of 
land on which the original building stood, and 
accepted plans for the erection of a building half 
as big again as the one built by the executors. 
Work was hurried forward, books were purchased 
in Europe and elsewhere, and when the building 
will be presented to the town and formally opened 
some day next month it will be complete in 
every detail. 

The ‘‘ Westchester Library and Reading Room,” 
as it is described in letters of gold on a tablet of 
brownstone over the entrance, stands nearly in 
the centre of a plot of grass about 80 yards long 
and 40 yards deep. Tall iron railings cut off the 
street and run around the building about 20 feet 
from it. Mr. Huntington originally intended to 
plant shade-trees and let the visitors to the li- 
brary take their books and sit out in the open 
air, but the erection of the fence looks as if he 
had changed his mind. A flagged walk from the 
sidewalk through a neatly-sodded front yard 
leads to the big entrance, where swinging doors 
open into the main hall. Onedoor from the hall 
leads to the stairs to a storeroom for periodicals. 
Another door opens into a correspondence-room. 


somely. Everything is free. 


Weymouth (Mass.) Tufts L. The new building 
for the Tufts Library. (In Weymouth gazette, 
Sept. 4.) With a view and two plans. 


Wheaton (/ll.) F. L. The new library, the 
gift of John Quincy Adams, of the Board of 
Trade, was dedicated about Oct. 1. The address 
was made by W. J. Hynes. The building is two 
stories in height, with basement and attic. It is 
built of rough stone and the interior is finished in 
oak. On the first floor are the library — contain- 
ing 3000 volumes — reading and lecture rooms. 


Wilmington (Del.) Bronson L, A. The book 
reception at the hall Sept. 17 surpassed in excel- 
lence what the most sanguine anticipated. Not 
less than 1500 volumes, selected with taste and 
care from the best current and past authors, 


| were sent in during the evening, and so large was 


the collection that the books literally filled one 

end of the room. About 500 visitors, including 

200 women, attended the reception, which lasted 

from 7.30 until g o'clock. 

FOREIGN. 

Cadore, Italy. Rowzon, Ant. Progetto per la 
fondazione in Cadore di un archivio storico 
cadorino, una biblioteca cadorina, una biblio- 
teca universale. Lodi, C. dell’Avo, 1891. 8 p. 
4. 

Leeds (Eng.) P. L. (21st rpt.) Added 8229, 
total 168,535; issued 782,329 (20,742 less than 
the year before); visitors to the news-rooms 
1,276,899. The issues in fiction were 438,312 
and in juvenile literature, apparently not fiction, 
202,576. 

** Dr, Lees, the well-known temperance advo- 
cate, has presented his collection of works on 
temperance, about 170 volumes. The Leeds 
Private Vocal Society having decided to dissolve, 
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the members generously offered their musical li- 
brary. Arrangements have been made whereby 
this music can be loaned on application to the 
librarian. The Leeds Naturalists’ Club have 
handed over 400 volumes of works on Natural 
History, many scarce. The books are to be 
considered as part of the Reference Library, 
while remaining the property of the club, and 
arrangements have been made for the mutual 
accommodation of both members of the club and 
non-members desiring to consult or use this por- 
tion of the Library, and also the general collec- 
tion of works on Natural History. 

London. Barber-Surgeons. They had alibrary 
of some extent, as the following entry in the ac- 
counts shows: 

** Paid for 60 yards of chaine for bookes in the Librayre, 
at 4a. p. yard—1/.” 

Tokyo ( Japan) L. (established 1872). Added: 
Japanese and Chinese 1788, European 1804; 
total Japanese and Chinese 95,762, European 
23.755; readers 36,113; books read 247,228 
(Hist. sciences 21.5 %, Lit. and lang. 21 ¢, 
Nat. sciences and medicine 17.2 %, Social 
sciences 13.4 %, Arts 10.8 %, Encyc. and Miscel. 
9-4 %, Phil. and educ. 5.1 ¢, Theol. 1.6 ¢). 

Uppingham, Eng. JACKSON, T: G., archit. 
Uppingham School, the new library [interior]. 
(In the Builder, Sept. 5.) 

Alcove; two fire-places; lofty roof; lighted 
from windows above the shelving. 


PRACTICAL NOTES, 

Mr. W. J. Hitis, Supt. of the Bridgeport 
(Conn.) Public Library and Reading-Room, has 
just patented a useful addition to library appli- 
ances in the shape of a revolving newspaper file 
for such periodicals as Harper's weekly, the Jilus- 
trated London news, Puck, and the whole class of 
pictorial and scientific publications. The most 
important illustrations and diagrams in such pa- 
pers are often printed lengthwise of the page, 
and the reader can only study them in the most 
unsatisfactory fashion. 

Mr. Hills’ invention consists of a base and 
holding strip turning on a pivot or stud, so that 
with a touch the reader can place the illustration 
in any position he pieases. The paper is readily 
and securely attached to the desk without injury, 
or danger of becoming loosened, and the file is 
very neat and ornamental in construction, being 
made of metal throughout and heavily nickel- 
plated. 

The revolving file has been thoroughly tested 
by many months’ successful use in the Bridgeport 
Public Library, and will doubtless be appreciated 
in all reading-rooms where papers are attached 
to open desks or tables. 


Librarians. 


Mr. Cuas. R. BALLARD has resigned his posi- 
tion as librarian of the Ames Free Library, at 
North Easton, Mass., to take effect Nov. 1. 1891, 
His successor is to be Miss Mary L. Lamprey. 
Mr. Ballard has been connected with the library 
from the beginning. For the years, March, 
1880, to March, 1883, he was assistant for Miss 


Harriet H. Ames, who compiled the catalogue. 
Mr. Ballard was made librarian when the library 
was opened to the public, March 1, 1883, and has 
been librarian till the present time, when failing 
health has made his resignation a matter of neces- 
sity. 

FLatTsusH, Miss Harriet W., librarian of the 
Lancaster Town Library since June, 1889, has 
been obliged to resign on account of sickness in 
her family, and Miss Katharine M. Marvin has 
been chosen her successor. 

Ty er, A.M., of the Quincy (IIl.,) Free Public 
Library has been invited to become one of the 
Advisory Council of the Congress of Librarians, 
to be held in Chicago in 1893. Mr. Tyler has not 
yet accepted, but probably will. 


Cataloging and Classification. 

CarTA, Fr. Codici, corali, e libri, a stampa 
miniati della Biblioteca Nazionale di Milano: 
catalogo descrittivo. Roma, 1891. 12+175 

p. 8°. Minist. della Pub. Istruz.: Indici e 

cataloghi, n° 13. 

1. Prefazione: lettera a Ruggero Bonghi. 2. 
Catalogo descrittivo. 3. Indice delle persone, 
delle cose e dei luoghi. 4. Indice delle storie, 
figure e simboli contenuti nelle miniature de- 
scritte. 5. Indice delle segnature in confronto 
con le descrizioni. 6. Documenti inediti su 
alcuni miniatori o lombardi o che operarono in 
Lombardia. 7. Indice dei miniatori, calligrafi 
ed artisti ricordati nel catalogo e nei documenti. 


Cuicaco Pvusiic Liprary. Bulletins of acces- 
sions, no. 10-14. Oct. 1, 1889-May 1, 1891. 


CuicaGo Pusiic Liprary. Catalogue of Eng- 
lish prose fiction and juvenile books. st 
suppl., Jan., 1889-Aug., 1890. Chicago, 1890. 
18 p. 

Cuicaco Pusiic LrsrAry. Finding-list of Dan- 
ish, Norwegian and Swedish literature. 7th 
ed. Chicago, 1890. 8°, p. 139-163. 

Cuicaco Pusiic Lrprary. Finding-list of Dutch 
literature. Chicago, 1891. 8°, p. 165-174. 
Cuicaco Pupiic LrprAry. Finding list of 
French, Italian, Spanish and Portuguese litera- 
ture. 7thed. Chicago, 1890. 8°, p. g1-138 
Cuicaco Pusiic Liprary. Finding-list of 
geography and travels. 7th ed. Chicago, 

1890. 8°, iv., p. 149-203. 

Cuicaco Liprary. Finding-list of 
German literature. 7th ed. Chicago, 1890, 
8°, 89 p. 

Cuicaco Pustic Liprary. List of Russian 
books. Chicago, 1890. 8°, [5] p. 

Cuicaco Pustic Liprary. Finding-list of lan- 
guage and literature, Greek and Roman 
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classics, bibliography and periodicals. 7th ed. 

Chicago, 1891. _p. iv., 255-322. 

CuicaGo Liprary. Finding-list of 
poetry and drama, essays and miscellanies and 
collected works. 7th ed. Chicago, 1891, 
8°, p. 205-254. 

Few libraries in this country are in a position 
to publish such catalogs of foreign books as 
these carefully-prepared finding-lists. They are 
valuable to private individuals, as well as to 
libraries of moderate size, which are able to pro- 
vide only a few foreign works which must be 
carefully selected. It may be suggested that 
the price of each list should appear on the title- 
page in future editions, for the benefit of out- 
siders. 


Jersey City Free Pustic Liprary. Alpha- 
betical finding-list of August 1, 1891. Jersey 


City, N. J.: The Jersey City Printing Co., | 


1891. 239 p. O. 

—— Title list of fiction, August 1, 1891. Jersey 
City, N. J.: The Jersey City Printing Co., 
1891. 35 p. O. 

C. Miinchen’s Bibliotheken. Sep- 
arat-Abdruck aus der Miinchner Stadtzeitung. 
Miinchen: C, Ruepprecht, 1890. 8°, 79 p. 

Rueprrecut, C.’ Uber Inkunabeln. Weimar: 
H. Weissbach, 1891. 8°, 13 p. 

This is the substance of a lecture before the 
Historischer Verein von Oberbayern. Part 2, 
Die Miinchener Incunabeln, according to a ms. 
note, forms the supplement to the Allgemeine 
Zeitung no. 101 (120), 1891. 

The SAvem P. L.’s Bulletin for Sept. has some 
good advice (? p.) on “ How to read a histori- 
cal novel.” 

FULL NAMES. 
Supplied by Harvard College Library. 


Farrar, C: S: (Art topics); 

Frye, Alexander Everett (Brooks and brook 
basins); 

Hammond, Charles Adrian, annotator (The 
Karankawa Indians); 

Super, Ovando Byron (Readings from French 
history). 

CHANGED TITLES. 


“A maiden’s choice,” by W. Heimburg, tr. 
by Elise L. Lathrop, and pub. by Worthington 
Co., 1891, 12°, is same as “ Lottie of the mill,” 
same author, tr. by Katherine S. Dickey, and 
pub. by Lippincott in 1882.—W. A. Bardwell, 
M. Medlicott, W. 7. Peoples. 


“ Elsie,” by W. Heimburg, Rand, McNally & 
Co., Chicago & N. Y., 1891, is nothing else but 
A penniless girl,” or ‘‘ A penniless orphan.” — 
W. 7. Peoples. 

** One life, one love,” by Miss M. E. Braddon, 
12°, N. Y., n.d., pub. by M. J. Ivers & Co., is 
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the same as *‘ Whose was the hand?" by Miss 
M. E. Braddon, 12°, N. Y., n.d. (cpr. 1890). Pub. 
by John W. Lovell Co.—W. 7. Peoples. 


Bibliogratn. 


AUFRECHT, Th. Catalogus catalogorum, an al 
phabetical register of Sanskrit works and au- 
thors. Pr. forthe German Oriental Soc. Lopz., 
F. A. Brockhaus, 1891. 8+795 p. 4°. 


BIBLIOTH?.QUES municipales. Liste des ouvra- 


ges pouvant former le premier fonds d'une 
bibliothéque en formation. Paris, imp. Barré, 
18gt. 24 p. 

Caspar, C, N. 
arranged by subjects, with a complete index to 


Practical catalog of law books, 


authors. Milwaukee, C. N. Caspar, 1891. 77 
p. 8°. 

CiaupoTt,C. Tables alphabétiques des matiéres 
et des noms d’auteurs contenus dans les ou- 
vrages pub. par la Soc. d’Emulation des Vos- 
ges, 1825-59. Paris, Goin, 1891. 72 p. 8°. 

CiozeL.. Bibliographie des ouvrages relatifs a 
la Senegambie et au Soudan Occidental. (In 
Revue de géographie, Jan.-Avr., 1891). 

GiLBerT, H. M., ard Govwin, G. N._ Biblio- 
theca Hantoriensis; a list of books relating to 
Hampshire, incl. magazine references, etc., 
with an add. list of Hampshire newspapers by 
F. E. Edwards. Southampton, Gilbert, 18y1. 
59 p. 8°. 

GoneTtTa, G. Bibliografia statutaria delle cor- 
porazioni d’arti e mestieri d'Italia, con saggio 
di bibliografia estera. Roma, tip. Forzani e 
C., 1891. ggp.8. 5§ lire. 

Leypo.tpT, F. American catalogue. Books re- 

“corded July, 1884-June 30, 18go: comp. by R. 
R. Bowker and A. I. Appleton. Pt. 2: Hill-Z. 
N. Y., office of Publishers’ weekly, 241- 
582 p. 4°. 

Picarp, Edm., and Larcier, F,  Bibliographie 
générale et raisonnée du droit belge. Relevé 
de toutes les publications juridiques, 1814-89, 
pour la rédaction des Pandectes bélges. Tome 
5: table alphabétique des matiéres. Brux., Vve. 
Larcier, 1891. 131 p. 8°. 

Rumor, Sebastiano. Bibliografia della citta e 
provincia di Vicenza. Vol. 1. Vincenza, S. 

Giuseppe, 1891. 104712 p. 16°. 6 fr. 


‘** The bibliography, the first volume of which 
is here announced, was undertaken by Sig. Ru- 
mor under the auspices of the municipal govern- 
ment of Vicenza. His plan seems to us open to 
question, The first volume contains the bibliog- 
raphy, in alphabetical order, of authors, the anon- 
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ymous works and periodicals. The following 

volume will contain the bibliography of statutes, 

regulations, maps, admission papers, etc. It 
would have been better, in our opinion, to make 

a classed bibliography with indexes of authors 

and, if necessary, of titles. It is true that a co- 

pious alphabetical subject-index partly obviates 
this inconvenience, although the index is incom- 
plete. 

«Sig. Rumor gives anonymous works under 
the author’s name when he can find it, and in the 
appendix devoted to anonyms when he cannot. 
Would it not be interesting to the reader to find 
the work both under author and title? On the 
other hand, is it logical to class in the author-list 
collections like the * Atti della Accademia Olim- 
pica’? And are there many readers who, know- 
ing that one division of the work is devoted to 
anonyms and collections, would look for the 
book in the author-list under the word Acca- 
demia? And the same course is pursued with 
reports of banks, societies, etc. Sig. Rumor has 
looked up the pseudonyms as well as the anon- 
yms; but while he has put anonyms under their 
author, he classes the pseudonyms in their alpha- 
betical place, where one ought, in our opinion, 
to find only a reference to the real name. His 
system has the disadvantage of scattering the 
works of a single author, when the principal ad- 
vantage of the alphabetical order would be in 
bringing them together. Wedo not hesitate to 
recognize Sig. Rumor’s merit, or to praise the 
trouble which he has taken in collecting notes 
upon 3200 works.” — Polydiblion, 1891, p. 528, 
529. 

Stevens, W. F. Railroad books for railroad 
men. N.Y., 1891. 24 p. 24°. 

“ The books selected are such as interest engi- 
neers and firemen, clerks and accountants in rail- 
road and freight offices, civil engineers, telegraph 
operators and boiler makers. Besides these are 
given works of general interest to railroad men.” 
—Pub. Weekly. 

TAVAGNUTTI, Mario. Hagiographia. Verzeich- 
niss der tib. Jesus Christus, die Jungfrau Maria, 
Heilige, Selige, Pipste, und sonstige ehrwiirdige 
und fromme Personen, 1830 — go erschien. Le- 
bensbeschreibungen, Predigten, Andachtsbiich- 
er, und Legendensammlungen. Wien, Aus- 
tria, Drescher & Co., 1891. 149 p. 1.80 m. 
(Kath.-theol, Biicherkunde der letzten 50 Jahre, 
1.) 

WISCONSIN. State Superintendent. 
for township libraries. Madison, 1891. 
oO. 

Recommends 47 books; prefixed are 10 p. of 
instructions “ to county superintendents and town 
clerks” and “ to teachers.” 


ZANoTTI-BIANCO, Pier Fr. 


List of books 
18 p. 


Elenco degli scritti 


relativi alla storica delle guerre e battaglie, 
degli assedi e combattimenti di terra e di mari 
che si conservano coi rispettivi piani nella bi- 
blioteca del principe Tommaso di Savoia, duca 
di Genova. Torino, tip. At. Camella e Berto- 
360 p. 8°. 


lero, 1891. 


Anonnms and Pscndonpms. 


ANONYMS., 


Conversational openings, an ‘‘ amusing skit,” is 
said to be by Mrs. Hugh Bell. — 4¢4., July 18, p. 


Jonica, London, G: Allen, 1891, is by W: Cory. 
— Publisher's advertisement. 


PSEUDONYMS. 
Dicks, ps. of Edmond de la Fontaine, writer 


in the Luxembourg patois, d. 1891. — Ath., July 
It. 


F. M. Allen, ps. of Edmund Downey, who now 
issues ‘‘ Captain Lanagan’s log” under his own 
name. 


Felix Oldboy is the pseudonym of John Flavel 
Mines, a New York journalist, widely known for 
his articles on old New York, in the New York 
Commercial Advertiser. 


Tsabel Snow, said to be a ps. of Mme. Galletti 
(the Hon. Madge Collier), the author of ‘‘ Our 
home on the Adriatic,” and ‘‘ Babel,” a novel 
(Blackwood). — Athenaum, June 6. 


Carrie Careless, who is well known to readers 
or the New York World and Harper's bazar, is 
Mrs. Augusta Prescott. — Srains. 


Hf. Quinn is the pseudonym of Miss Mildred 
Aldrich, for twelve years associated with the 
editorial department of the Boston Home Journal. 


Sarah Hutszler is the pseudonym of the wife of 
Joseph Kainz, the celebrated German actor. 
Sarah Hutzler is the author of a number of 


§umors and Blunders. 


“ PLEASE send me Misery of Paris, written by 
Victor Heighgo.” 


A university professor asked us just now for 
“an edition of Scott's novels in the original 
dialect.”—H. X. 


** Have you a book in the Library called ‘ The 
bu’stin’ of a chestnut burr’?” Readers of E. P. 
Roe’s stories will guess this conundrum at once. 


Entry. have just come across an entry of 
** Catalogo general | de comedias | venales in la 
libreria de la vidua | é higo de Quiroga,” under 
QuiroGa, H. de, 


An attractive librarian. A newspaper account 
of a newly appointed librarian ends thus: ‘‘ He 
is unmarried, dark, and handsome, and his crink- 
ly mustache is worth going miles to see.” 


‘AFTER reading this memoir I understand 
better the character of Elizabeth Stuart Phelps- 
Ward. I feel the atmosphere in which ‘ Gates’ 
cigar’ was created. One can see how the mind 
ef a speculative child would work under such 
conditions. They could not have failed to have 
moulded the sensitive nature. She is the natural 
product of her environment.” — Jeannette L. Gil- 
der in the Chicago Tribune. 
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PERFECTED AND COLLATED SETS. 


It has always been difficult for librarians to get absolutely complete copies of 
out-of-print “ long sets "from the popular magazines desired by small libraries, up 
through the different grades of the periodicals covered by Poole’s Index, to the scarce 


e reference libraries. 


and expensive series of society publications wanted for the larg 
When a set is found, it often proves to be so defective in title-pages, indexes, signa- 
tures, parts, or illustrations, that years are required to fill the imperfections, which 
meanwhile remain as a continual irritation to the librarian. 

To remedy this difficulty THE BOSTON BOOK CO. has established a 
department under the charge of Mr. Thorvald Solberg, formerly of the library of 
Congress, for the purpose of supplying libraries with sets carefully collated and 
guaranteed to be perfect ; and also of attempting to supply parts, volumes, and partial 
sets to perfect existing deficiencies. Mr. Solberg, with six attendants, devotes his 
whole time to this branch of the business, and goes abroad annually to sear 
person for foreign sets through second-hand bookstores in England and on the 
Continent. 

Librarians who have any wants or queries in the way of sets, partial sets, or odd 
volumes of magazines, proceedings of societies, government or muni ipal rey 
other series, American or foreign, are invited to correspond on the subject with 


THE BOSTON BOOK CoO., 


CHarAtes C. Souce, PRESIDENT.) 15'- Beacon Street, Boston, Mass 


JUST READY. 


A CATALOGUE 


ready. oF 


The Aaoual American and English Catalogues, IULY 1, 1884, TO JUNE 30, 18go. 
1890, in one volume, half leather, $5. 


Tue ANNUAL AMERICAN CATALOGUE, 1590, JUSt | 
$3 sheets ; $3.50 half leather. 


Address Compiled under the editerial direction ef BR. R. 


THE PUBLISHERS’ WERKLY, P. 0. Box 043, N.Y. | BOWKER by J. I. HICKCON. 
NOW READY. | One volume, 32 pp. 4to, pap., $1.00. 


Co-operative Index to Periodicals 


A reprint of Appendix of the American Catal gue," 


1884-90, continuing list in American ¢ atalogue,*’ 1876-%% 
F 1890 | which in turn continued Ben. Perley Poore’s ‘* Descrip- 
or - tive Catalogue of the Government Publications of the 


The annual volume now ready contains | U-S-"_ With the three Catalogues one may have af al 
~ most unbroken record of the U. S. Government Publica- 


references to all the maparaas es tions from September s, 1774, to June 30, 1890. Invaluable 
and a full author index. I rice, $2.50. as a reference /ist to librarians and booksellers, 


Address orders to the 


Office of THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, 


Orrice or THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, 
Franklin Square (330 Pearl Street), 
P. O. Box 943. New York. 230 Pearl Street, New York. 
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ESTABLISHED 1872. 


LONDON: NEW YORK: LEIPZIG: 
30 WELLINGTON Sr., STRAND. 828 Broanway. HospiTat Sta. 10. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT 
Purchasing Agent for Colleges & Libraries 


828 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


begs to call attention to the unequalled facilities possessed by him for 
obtaining all Foreign books and periodicals upon more economical terms 
than any other house in America or Europe. 


Employing NO COMMISSION AGENTS, be has his OWN OFFICES at London and Leipzig, and has 
open Accounts with all the large publishing houses in the world. 

His large experience enables him to give information about and to find searce and rare books to his 
patrons at most advantageous prices. ‘ 
From Europe he receives large weekly shipments, thus reducing in favor of his customers the 

charges for freight, etc. 


_Most of the eee ma Colleges and Libraries already favor him with 
their orders ; amongst them he is kindly permitted to mention the following: 


Adelbert College. Johns Hopkins University. State University of Towa. 

Alma College. Mercantile Library Association, N.Y. State University of Kansas. 

Am. Maseum of Natural History. Miami University. State University of Nebraska. 
Amherst College. N. ¥. State Library. Theol. Seminary, Hartford, Coan. 
Astor Library. N. ¥. Hospital Library. Trinity College, Hartford, Conn. 
College of the City of New York. Ohio State University. University of Mlinois. 

College of Physicians, Phila. Pratt Lnstitate, Brooklyn, N. Y. University of Minnesota. 
Columbia College. Public Library, Cincinnati. 0. University of Pennsylvania, 
Cornell University. Public Library, Cleveland, 0. University of Wisconsin. 

Enoch Pratt Free Library. Public Library, Minneapolis. Wesleyan University. 

Free Public Library, Newark, N. J. Reynolds Li ° Williams College. 

Haverford College. State Library of Connecticut. Yale University. 


SPECIAL REFERENCES, 


“Mr. Stechert has for years furnished this Library with most of its periodicals and European books, and has bought for us 
many thousand volumes. Mr. Stechert’s success is due to his constant personal attention to the business, and the reasonable 
terms he is able to offer, I consider a New York agent far preferable to reliance on foreign agents alone.” 

Geo. H. Baker, Librarian of Columbia College, New York. 


**Seven years ago, in reorganizing the Columbia College library, I spent much time in trying to discover how to get our 
foreign books and periodicals with the least delay, trouble and expense. ‘he result of the comparison of three methods, viz: 
ordering direct from foreign dealers, ordering through one agent in London, or ordering through one agent in New York showed 
us that it was to our advantage to give Mr. Stechert all our foreign orders, as he delivered in the library in a single package 
and with a single bill at as low cost as we were able with vastly greater trouble, to get a half dozen diff rent packages in differ- 
ent bills from different places. In reorganizing the New York State Library, I opened the whole question anew, and the result 
of the comparison was the same as before, and we find that the library gets mst for the time and money expended by taking 
advantage of Mr, Stechert's long experience, and the careful personal attention which he gives to our orders.”’ ‘ 


Metvit Dewey, Director of N. Y. State Library, Albany, N.Y. 


** Mr. G. E. Stechert of New Vork has served us with fidelity in procuring English, French and German books, both new 
and second hand and also periodicals. His terms are more reasonable than any others that have come to our notice, while he 
has always guarded our interests very carefully. We find it a great convenience to have one agency in New York, represented 


by branches in different European countries." 
Prof. Arruur H. Parmer, Librarian of Adelbert College, Cleveland, O. 


** Your methods and facilities for doing business, as I have examined them here as well as at the Leipzig and London ends, 
seem to me admirably progressive and thoroughly live. I deal w.ch you because I judge it for the advantage of this library to 
do so. If I did not, I should not. Up to date I am unable to find a method which is, all things included, so economical of 


time and moncy as dealing through you.’ 
Ernest C, Ricuarpson, Librarian of Theol. Seminary, Hartford, Conn. 


“ Our library committee speaks in the highest terms of your services. You have not only saved us many dollars, but have 
shown an intelligent appreciation of our wants for which we thank you.’’ 
A. 8. Corus, Act. Librarian of Reynolds Library, Rochester, N.Y, 


GUSTAV STECHERT, 


LONDON LEIPZIG. NEW YORK. 
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